[image: image2.png]BIG
PICTURE





Life Outside The Garden: The Big Picture Of The Bible Lesson #3

See more lessons in this series at http://ministry-to-children.com/lessons/
Learning Objectives: After this Bible lesson, children will demonstrate understanding of the results of the fall, by choosing between true and false statements. 

Target Age Group: 5 - 10 years old {U.S. Kindergarten - 3rd Grade}

Bible Story: Genesis 4 - 9 (overview)

Teaching Setting: This lesson was first taught in our children’s church on Sunday morning to about 25 children. Before the lesson the children participated in several songs and group Bible memory exercises. Target length of this lesson is 20 minutes.

Items Needed:

· Printed "One Page Teaching Plan" from this lesson plan.

· The Big Picture Story Bible (or summary of the Bible story in your own words)

· Picture of a dog for the “introduction / demonstration”

Explanation: After humans rejected God as their king, the world became a terrible place to live. This lesson deals with the consequences of the fall, especially God’s judgment upon sin. While this can be difficult to teach to small children, it is essential that kids learn the truth about our world. This will prepare them for hearing the good news about Jesus.

God’s judgment is his good and right punishment for our sins. In this story the Flood is presented as a worldwide act of judgment upon mankind outside the garden. It was good and right for God to unmake everything that he had made because it was fighting against him. But we can see God’s love in his saving Noah and his family. 
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This lesson plan is part of my series based on The Big Picture Story Bible by David R. Helm and Gail Schoonmaker. These lessons can be used with other story Bibles or by telling the Bible stories in your own words. However, I strongly recommend this book for its excellent illustrations and unifying approach to salvation history.

Lesson Plan © 2009 Tony Kummer. http://ministry-to-children.com  
Permission is granted for non-commercial use of this content. 

One Page Teaching Plan: A Very Sad Day

Introduction: Tell a story about a dog who has run away from their master. It can be a real story or imagined. You can use a visual for added effect. Make the point that once the dog gets away he will have a hard life. There will be no one to keep him safe, or give him food, or love him. Say, “This is like people when they try to live without God. In our lesson today you will learn more about what happened when people first started rejecting God as their king.”

Active Listening: Say, “Please listen carefully while I read our Bible story. When I’m done I’ll ask some questions to see how well you understood the story.” The questions under “review” below are the key points for them to understand from the lesson, so be sure to emphasize them as you read. 

Read: "Part 3" from on The Big Picture Story Bible. (Or tell the story of the Genesis 4 - 10 in your own words emphasizing the answers to the questions below.) Be sure to engage the children with good story telling. Ask unscripted questions to clarify points in the story. Be sure to explain the concept of judgment. See “Explanation” on page one of this lesson.

Review: Call on volunteers to answer these questions from the story you just read. Some possible answers are written as italics below.

1. What was life like outside the garden? It was terrible. Everything was hard. Everyone turned away from God and ruled the world in evil ways. Everyone doubted God’s goodness and disobeyed his word.
2. What did God decide to do about all the bad things people were doing? God sent a big flood to punish them.
3. Who did God save from his flood punishment? God saved Noah and his family and many animals that lived on the land.
4. What does God’s judgment (punishment for sin) teach us? It teaches us that every single person needs God’s blessing. Because we are sinners, we deserve God’s punishment and need God to save us.
True or False: Ask the children to choose which of the following statements are correct. If the statement is correct they should stand, if it is false they should remain seated.

· The people had a happy life outside of God’s place. {False}

· God had the right to punish the people for the bad things they did. {True}

· Because we all sin, we all need God’s blessing. {True}

· God is mean because he flooded the Earth. {False}

· Outside the garden life was very hard. {True}

· Human sin caused separation between man and God. {True}

Do You Know: Say, “In the story we learned that all people need God’s bless, does anyone know how God was going to bless all people?” Call on volunteers to answer. This is a good point to talk about Jesus coming to remove the trouble caused by sin and put people back into a right relationship with God.

Pray: Lead the children in prayer…


