Family Worship Workshop:
How to lead God-centered devotions in your home.

Session #4: Common Challenges to Family Worship

Case Study: Divide into three groups to discuss case studies that explore the challenges we’ve been discussing. Each group will present several ideas for overcoming these challenges.

Common Challenges & 2 Solid Solutions:

· Different Ages of Children
___________________________________________________________

· The children are very young
___________________________________________________________

· One parent is “less committed”
___________________________________________________________

· Parents don’t feel competent to teach the Bible
___________________________________________________________

· Children are resistant or opposed to family devotions
___________________________________________________________

Debriefing Assignment #3: When & where did you have family devotions? How did you children react? What were some challenges you encountered?
How-To Principal #4: Keep it short – more is less with family devotions.
The ideal maximum length is 10 – 20 minutes with younger children. Remember attention span must be taken into account when reading the scriptures or discussing a scripture.

Assignment #4: Practice READ – PRAY – SING. This time add elements that involve different ages of children who are present. Example: Ask a younger child to point to Jesus on the page in the story Bible. Or have all the children repeat a key verse (or main idea) of the passage. Be prepared to report back about your experience.

Family Worship Workshop:
How to lead God-centered devotions in your home.

Session #4: Case Studies

Instructions: Divide into three groups to discuss case studies that explore the challenges we discussed last week. Each group will present several ideas for overcoming these challenges.

Case #1: Isaiah and Julie are both in their mid-thirties and have just had their fifth child. The ages are 11, 9, 5, 3 and a newborn.  Julie’s dad was a Baptist minister and had led regular times of family devotion when she was a child. But as a parent she is finding it more difficult to manage the large number of kids and attention spans. How could these challenges be overcome? Is their any hope for this family?

Case #2: Jim and Hannah are both turning forty this year. They have two sons. The older has just turned 16 and the younger is 14. After the pastor preached a series on parenting they have committed to be more intentional about the spiritual development of their boys. They buy a children’s Bible and announce that they will be having daily devotions immediately following dinner. The boys are both upset. The older has basketball practice three evenings a week and likes to get there early to shoot around. The younger is in a rush to call his girlfriend back and update his MySpace page with what he had for dinner. How could these challenges be met? Is their any hope for this family? 

Case #3: Bill and Tina are in their late twenties. They were both raised “in church” but have not been involved since High School. Only within the last year have they been getting back into church. They have one son who is five years old and really want him to have a “Christian” upbringing. Tina has read a book about family worship and wants to begin to invest in their son’s spiritual development at home. However, Bill is reluctant to “lead” and does not feel comfortable praying out loud. How might this challenge be overcome? Is their any hope for this family?

