Hi Maria! Hi Joelle.

Oh dear...you sound like you are having a bad day.  What’s wrong? It’s my birthday today.

Oh!  Well that’s exciting, isn’t it???  I got a new soccer ball for my birthday and I just wanted to go outside and play with it but my Mom and Dad said we had to hurry up and get ready to get to church on time.

OH, I see.  So you have not had a chance to play with your new soccer ball yet. They wouldn’t listen to me, Joelle!  I told them that I wanted to go outside!

Well, now Maria...it sounds like maybe you did not listen to your mom and dad.  They told you that there wasn’t time this morning.  Sometimes you just have to wait for things.  I don’t like waiting.  I wish I never had to wait.  I always have to wait for things.  Yesterday I had to wait until my sister finished her nap before I could play on my drum set....I’m tired of waiting.

Hmmm...Well, Maria, everyone has to wait sometimes – even moms and dads.  It doesn’t help make it any easier to wait if we get mad about it.  I guess you are right, Joelle.  But I still feel sad.

I understand, Maria.  Let’s see.  What could we do to make you feel better, Maria?  Could YOU take me outside???

I’m sorry, Maria.  I can’t take you outside right now. Oh.

(Look at watch) Maria, it will probably be about one more hour before you will be able to go outside and play with your new ball. AN HOUR???? Oh, noooo.

Wait a minute, Maria.  Do you want to feel grumpy all morning or would you rather try to have fun while you have to wait? I’d rather be having fun playing with my ball.

Yes, Maria.  We all understand that but that is not possible right now.  I think you have 2 choices.  You can be mad or sad about it all morning OR you could try to forget about it for a little while and have fun doing something else. I guess you’re right.  It’s just hard to wait sometimes. 

Yes, it is.  Being good at waiting for things is called being PATIENT.  PATIENCE is one of the FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT. Huh?

Fruits of the Spirit are ways that God wants us to grow.  But doesn’t everyone grow UP?  I’ve never seen anyone grow any other way.

What I mean, Maria, is that as we grow up, we can learn to be LOVING, JOYFUL, PEACEFUL, and PATIENT too.  The Holy Spirit helps us do this. Ohhhh.  I think I get it.  But when will I learn to be more patient?

Well, just try your best and you’ll keep getting better and better, with God’s help. (waits a few seconds) Joelle, I want to tell you something.

Oh, ok, what is it?.......................................Maria?...I’m ready, what did you want to tell me?  

Maria? ....................................Just practicing being good at waiting!  Did I do a good job?

Yes, Maria.  

