
Story Time With Jesus
Lesson Three

The Parables of the Kingdom
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H
ere is another story Jesus told: “T

he K
ingdom

 of H
eaven is 

like a farm
er w

ho planted good seed in his field. B
ut that 

night as the w
orkers slept, his enem

y cam
e and planted w

eeds 

am
ong the w

heat, then slipped aw
ay. W

hen the crop began to 

grow
 and produce grain, the w

eeds also grew
. T

he farm
er’s 

w
orkers w

ent to him
 and said, ‘S

ir, the field w
here you 

planted that good seed is full of w
eeds! W

here did they com
e 

from
?’ ‘A

n enem
y has done this!’ the farm

er exclaim
ed. 

‘S
hould w

e pull out the w
eeds?’ they asked. ‘N

o,’ he replied, 

‘you’ll uproot the w
heat if you do. L

et both grow
 together 

until the harvest. T
hen I w

ill tell the harvesters to sort out the 

w
eeds, tie them

 into bundles, and burn them
, and to put the 

w
heat in the barn.’ H

ere is another illustration Jesus used: 

“T
he K

ingdom
 of H

eaven is like a m
ustard seed planted in a 

field. It is the sm
allest of all seeds, but it becom

es the largest 

of garden plants; it grow
s into a tree, and birds com

e and 

m
ake nests in its branches.” Jesus also used this illustration: 

“T
he K

ingdom
 of H

eaven is like the yeast a w
om

an used in 

m
aking bread. E

ven though she put only a little yeast in three 

m
easures of flour, it perm

eated every part of the dough.”
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T
hen, leaving the crow

ds outside, Jesus w
ent into the house. 

H
is disciples said, “P

lease explain
 to us the story of the 

w
eeds in the field.” Jesus replied, “T

he S
on of M

an is the 

farm
er w

ho plants the good seed. T
he field is the w

orld, and 

the good seed represents the people of the K
ingdom

. T
he 

w
eeds are the people w

ho belong to the evil one. 39 T
he 

enem
y w

ho planted the w
eeds am

ong the w
heat is the devil. 

T
he harvest is the end of the w

orld, and the harvesters are the 

angels. Just as the w
eeds are sorted out and burned in the fire, 

so it w
ill be at the end of the w

orld. 41 T
he S

on of M
an w

ill 

send his angels, and they w
ill rem

ove from
 his K

ingdom
 

everything that causes sin and all w
h

o do evil. A
nd the angels 

w
ill throw

 them
 into the fiery furnace, w

here there w
ill be 

w
eeping and gnashing of teeth. T

hen the righteous w
ill shine 

like the sun in their F
ather’s K

ingdom
. A

nyone w
ith ears to 

hear should listen and understand!
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