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Teaching a child to engage God in prayer should be a top priority for children’s ministry
leaders. This is a great time to teach about being thankful, when so many families and
ministries are focusing on thankfulness. Teach children a thankful prayer, one that they can
use all year long and watch their relationship with God grow. By combining simple phrases
with hand and body movements kids will want to pray a thankful prayer every day.
First, here is a thankful prayer. I have kept it short so that it will be easy for children and
teachers to remember.

Father, Father up above
Thank you, thank you for your love
Thank you, for my parents and my teachers too
I can see and I know these came from yo
Father, Father up above
Thank you, thank you for your love
Thank you for my meals and my warm bed too
I can see and I know these came from you
Father, Father up above
Thank you, thank you for your love
Thank you, for my friends old and new
I can see and I know these came from you
Thank you Father
For your gifts to me
Amen
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Now comes the fun part! Ask children to stand and repeat the hand movements that you
make. Here are my suggestions for hand and body movements but feel free to mix it up
and make up some of your own.
Father: give yourself a hug
Up above: raise your hands above your head
Thank you: clap your hands
For your love: rub your heart with the palm of your right hand
I can see: point to your eyes with your pointer fingers
And I know: point to your head with your pointer fingers
My meals: on rub your tummy with the palms of your hands
My warm bed: fold your hands like you are sleeping
My friends: point to the other children
Old and new: close your hands into this for old and open them for new
For your gifts: cup your palms together like you’re holding a present
To me: point to yourself with your palms
Amen: bow your head and fold your hands
Teaching children to be thankful for what they have will help them grow into appreciative
adults, aware of all of the blessings that God has given them.
Read more from Mimi by visiting her blog at Tools for Kids Church.
Don’t miss all our ideas for Thanksgiving in your children’s ministry . Here are some related
posts:
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We hope you enjoy this free resource.
Everything from Ministry-To-Chidren.com is 100% free to copy & use in ministry.
I’m Tony Kummer - I started this website in 2007, but God is
using it beyond my imagination. The mission is simple.

Help you tell kids about Jesus!
Our team is honored that you choose our material. Thank you for …
• serving where God has placed you.
• telling children about Jesus.
• allowing us to be a part of your mission.

We don’t ask for money, but we do need your help.
Please consider the following:
1. Comment on the website to encourage our authors.
2. Link to us from your blog or church website.
3. Share our posts on Pinterest or Facebook.
4. Tell a friend to google “Ministry to Children.”
5. Add me (and our team) to your personal prayer list.

I’d love to hear your feedback on this download. Tony@ministry-to-children.com
May God bless you and continue to bless your ministry!
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Our Most Popular Curriculum & Resources
These are the major sections of our website. We add about 10 new posts
per month, so always check the homepage to see what’s new!
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Over 300 Bible Coloring Pages
Over 700 Bible Lessons for Kids
Over 100 Games for Kids Ministry
Preschool Lessons & Activities
Children's Worship Music
Articles to Encourage & Sustain You
Children’s Sermon Object Lessons

Don’t miss all our free resources:
Bible Trivia Questions – Worship Songs – Children’s Ministry Training – Bible
Memory Verses – Children’s Ministry Blogs – Sunday School Games – Bible Crafts
for Sunday School – VBS 2020 Themes – Thanksgiving Sunday School Lesson
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