
Story Time With Jesus
Lesson Eight

The Parable of the
 Good Neighbor
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“25 O
ne day an expert in religious law

 stood up to test Jesus by asking 

him
 this question: “T

eacher, w
hat should I do to inherit eternal life?”

26 Jesus replied, “W
hat does the law

 of M
oses say? H

ow
 do you read 

it?” 27 T
he m

an answ
ered, “'Y

ou m
ust love the L

ord your G
od w

ith all 

your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all your m
ind.' A

nd, 

'L
ove your neighbor as yourself.'”28 “R

ight!” Jesus told him
. “D

o this 

and you w
ill live!”29 T

he m
an w

anted to justify his actions, so he asked 

Jesus, “A
nd w

ho is m
y neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied w

ith a story: “A
 

Jew
ish m

an w
as traveling from

 Jerusalem
 dow

n to Jericho, and he w
as 

attacked by bandits. T
hey stripped him

 of his clothes, beat him
 up, and 

left him
 half dead beside the road. 31 “B

y chance a priest cam
e along. 

B
ut w

hen he saw
 the m

an lying there, he crossed to the other side of the 

road and passed him
 by. 32 A

 T
em

ple assistant w
alked over and looked 

at him
 lying there, but he also passed by on the other side. 

33 “T
hen a despised S

am
aritan cam

e along, and w
hen he saw

 the m
an, 

he felt com
passion for him

.  34 G
oing o

ver to him
, the S

am
aritan 

soothed his w
ounds w

ith olive oil and w
ine and bandaged them

. T
hen he 

put the m
an on his ow

n donkey and took him
 to an inn, w

here he took 

care of him
. 35 T

he next day he handed the innkeeper tw
o silver coins, 

telling him
, 'T

ake care of this m
an. If his b

ill runs higher than this, I'll 

pay you the next tim
e I'm

 here.' 36 “N
ow

 w
hich of these three w

ould 

you say w
as a neighbor to the m

an w
ho w

as attacked by bandits?” Jesus 

asked.

37 T
he m

an replied, “T
he one w

ho show
ed him

 m
ercy.” T

hen Jesus 

said, “Y
es, now

 go and do the sam
e.” 

F
ro

m
 th

is sto
ry

, w
e
 le

a
rn

 th
a
t e

ve
ry

o
n
e
 w

e
 

e
n
c
o
u
n
te

r is o
u
r n

e
ig

h
b
o
r, a

n
d
 th

a
t w

e
 a

re
 g

o
o
d
 

n
e
ig

h
b
o
rs w

h
o
 f

u
lf

ill th
e
 g

re
a
te

st 

c
o
m

m
a
n
d
m

e
n
ts w

h
e
n
 w

e
 d

o
 th

in
g
s to

 sh
o
w

 

k
in

d
n
e
ss a

n
d
 m

e
rc

y
 to

 e
ve

ry
o
n
e
. T

h
is in

c
lu

d
e
s 

p
e
o
p
le

 w
e
 d

o
n
’t re

a
lly

 lik
e
 o

r g
e
t a

lo
n
g
 w

ith
. W

e
 

g
ive

 u
p
 o

u
r o

w
n
 tim

e
, stu

f
f
, a

n
d
 m

o
n
e
y
 to

 c
a
re

 

f
o
r th

e
 n

e
e
d
s o

f
 th

o
se

 a
ro

u
n
d
 u

s. 

T
h
re

e
 m

e
n
 p

a
ss

e
d
 b

y
 t

h
e
 i
n
ju

re
d
 m

a
n
. 
F

ir
st

 a
 

p
ri

e
st

 w
a
lk

e
d
 b

y
, 
a
n
d
 t

h
e
n
 a

 T
e
m

p
le

 a
ss

is
ta

n
t.

 

T
h
e
y
 b

o
th

 c
ro

ss
e
d
 t

h
e
 s

tr
e
e
t 

so
 t

h
e
y
 c

o
u
ld

 

a
vo

id
 t

h
e
 h

u
rt

 m
a
n
. 
T

h
e
n
 a

 S
a
m

a
ri

ta
n
, 
a
n
 

e
n
e
m

y
 o

f
 t

h
e
 J

e
w

s,
 c

a
m

e
 b

y
, 
a
n
d
 h

e
 s

a
c
ri

f
ic

e
d
 

h
is

 o
w

n
 t

im
e
, 
b
e
lo

n
g
in

g
s 

a
n
d
 m

o
n
e
y
 t

o
 t

a
k
e
 

c
a
re

 o
f
 t

h
e
 i
n
ju

re
d
 J

e
w

. 
T

h
is

 S
a
m

a
ri

ta
n
 w

a
s 

th
e
 o

n
e
 w

h
o
 w

a
s 

a
 g

o
o
d
 n

e
ig

h
b
o
r.

 

J
e
su

s 
to

ld
 t

h
e
 l
a
w

y
e
r 

h
e
 w

a
s 

ri
g
h
t,

 t
h
a
t 

b
y
 

o
b
e
y
in

g
 t

h
e
 g

re
a
te

st
 c

o
m

m
a
n
d
m

e
n
ts

 h
e
 w

o
u
ld

 

in
h
e
ri

t 
e
te

rn
a
l 
li
f
e
. 
B

u
t 

th
e
 l
a
w

y
e
r 

w
a
n
te

d
 t

o
 

ju
st

if
y
 h

im
se

lf
. 
H

e
 a

sk
e
d
 w

h
o
 i
s 

n
e
ig

h
b
o
r 

is
. 

J
e
su

s 
to

ld
 a

 s
to

ry
 o

f
 a

 J
e
w

is
h
 m

a
n
 w

h
o
 w

a
s 

tr
a
ve

li
n
g
 a

lo
n
g
 a

n
d
 g

o
t 

b
e
a
t 

u
p
, 
ro

b
b
e
d
 a

n
d
 l
e
f
t 

f
o
r 

d
e
a
d
. 

A
n
 e

x
p
e
rt

 i
n
 r

e
li
g
io

u
s 

la
w

 o
n
c
e
 a

sk
e
d
 

J
e
su

s 
h
o
w

 t
o
 i
n
h
e
ri

t 
e
te

rn
a
l 
li
f
e
. 
J

e
su

s 

a
sk

e
d
 h

im
 w

h
a
t 

h
e
 t

h
o
u
g
h
t,

 a
n
d
 t

h
e
 

la
w

y
e
r 

re
sp

o
n
d
e
d
 w

it
h
 t

w
o
 p

a
ss

a
g
e
s 

f
ro

m
 

th
e
 O

ld
 T

e
st

a
m

e
n
t.

 W
e
 n

o
w

 k
n
o
w

 t
h
e
se

 

tw
o
 p

a
ss

a
g
e
s 

a
s 

th
e
 g

re
a
te

st
 

c
o
m

m
a
n
d
m

e
n
ts

: 
to

 l
o
ve

 G
o
d
 w

it
h
 a

ll
 o

u
r 

h
e
a
rt

, 
so

u
l 
a
n
d
 m

ig
h
t,

 a
n
d
 t

o
 l
o
ve

 o
u
r 

n
e
ig

h
b
o
rs

 a
s 

o
u
rs

e
lv

e
s.

 

C
it

iz
e
n
s 

o
f
 t

h
e
 K

in
g
d
o
m

 o
f
 H

e
a
ve

n
 s

h
o
w

 

sa
c
ri

f
ic

ia
l 
k
in

d
n
e
ss

 a
n
d
 m

e
rc

y
 t

o
 

e
ve

ry
o
n
e
, 
in

c
lu

d
in

g
 t

h
e
ir

 e
n
e
m

ie
s.

 

6

5 4
3

2
1


	Page 1

