
Story Time With Jesus
Lesson NIne

The Parables of 
Lost Things Found
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11 T
o illustrate the point further, Jesus told them

 this story: “A
 m

an had 

tw
o sons. 12 T

he younger son told his father, ‘I w
ant m

y share of your 

estate now
 before you die.’ S

o his father agreed to divide his w
ealth 

betw
een his sons.13 “A

 few
 days later this younger son packed all his 

belongings and m
oved to a distant land, and there he w

asted all his 

m
oney in w

ild living. 14 A
bout the tim

e his m
oney ran out, a great 

fam
ine sw

ept over the land, and he began to starve. 15 H
e persuaded a 

local farm
er to hire him

, and the m
an sent him

 into his fields to feed the 

pigs. 16 T
he young m

an becam
e so hungry that even the pods he w

as 

feeding the pigs looked good to him
. B

ut no one gave him
 anything. 17 

“W
hen he finally cam

e to his senses, he said to him
self, ‘A

t hom
e even 

the hired servants have food enough to spare, and here I am
 dying of 

hunger! 18 I w
ill go hom

e to m
y father and say, “F

ather, I have sinned 

against both heaven and you, 19 and I am
 no longer w

orthy of being 

called your son. P
lease take m

e on as a hired servant.”’ 20 “S
o he 

returned hom
e to his father. A

nd w
hile he w

as still a long w
ay off, his 

father saw
 him

 com
ing. F

illed w
ith love and com

passion, he ran to his 

son, em
braced him

, and kissed him
. 21 H

is son said to him
, ‘F

ather, I 

have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am
 no longer w

orthy of 

being called your son.’ 

22 “B
ut his father said to the servants, ‘Q

uick! B
ring the finest robe in 

the house and put it on him
. G

et a ring for h
is finger and sandals for his 

feet. 23 A
nd kill the calf w

e have been fattening. W
e m

ust celebrate w
ith 

a feast, 24 for this son of m
ine w

as dead and has now
 returned to life. 

H
e w

as lost, but now
 he is found.’ S

o the party began.25 “M
eanw

hile, 

the older son w
as in the fields w

orking. W
hen he returned hom

e, he 

heard m
usic and dancing in the house, 26 and he asked one of the 

servants w
hat w

as going on. 27 ‘Y
our brother is back,’ he w

as told, ‘and 

your father has killed the fattened calf. W
e are celebrating because of his 

safe return.’ 28 “T
he older brother w

as an
gry and w

ouldn’t go in. H
is 

father cam
e out and begged him

, 29 but he replied, ‘A
ll these years I’ve 

slaved for you and never once refused to d
o a single thing you told m

e 

to. A
nd in all that tim

e you never gave m
e even one young goat for a 

feast w
ith m

y friends. 30 Y
et w

hen this son of yours com
es back after 

squandering your m
oney on prostitutes, you celebrate by killing the 

fattened calf!’ 31 “H
is father said to him

, ‘L
ook, dear son, you have 

alw
ays stayed by m

e, and everything I have is yours. 32 W
e had to 

celebrate this happy day. F
or your brother w

as dead and has com
e back 

to life! H
e w

as lost, but now
 he is found!’”

L
uke 15:1-32

 T
ax collectors and other notorious sinners often cam

e to listen to Jesus 

teach. 2 T
his m

ade the P
harisees and teachers of religious law

 com
plain 

that he w
as associating w

ith such sinful people—
even eating w

ith them
!

3 S
o Jesus told them

 this story: 4 “If a m
an has a hundred sheep and one of 

them
 gets lost, w

hat w
ill he do? W

on’t he leave the ninety-nine others in 

the w
ilderness and go to search for the one that is lost until he finds it? 5 

A
nd w

hen he has found it, he w
ill joyfully carry it hom

e on his shoulders. 

6 W
hen he arrives, he w

ill call together his friends and neighbors, saying, 

‘R
ejoice w

ith m
e because I have found m

y lost sheep.’ 7 In the sam
e w

ay, 

there is m
ore joy in heaven over one lost sinner w

ho repents and returns to 

G
od than over ninety-nine others w

ho are righteous and haven’t strayed 

aw
ay! 8 “O

r suppose a w
om

an has ten silver coins and loses one. W
on’t 

she light a lam
p and sw

eep the entire house and search carefully until she 

finds it? 9 A
nd w

hen she finds it, she w
ill call in her friends and neighbors 

and say, ‘R
ejoice w

ith m
e because I have found m

y lost coin.’ 10 In the 

sam
e w

ay, there is joy in the presence of G
od’s angels w

hen even one 

sinner repents.” 
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