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So when Laban heard the news of Jacob his sister's 

son, he ran to meet him, and embraced him and 

kissed him and brought him to his house. Then he 

related to Laban all these things.Then Laban said to 

Jacob, "Because you are my relative, should you 

therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, what shall 

your wages be?" Now Laban had two daughters; 

the name of the older was Leah, and the name of 

the younger was Rachel. And Leah's eyes were 

weak, but Rachel was beautiful of form and face. 

Now Jacob loved Rachel, so he said, "I will serve you 

seven years for your younger daughter Rachel." 

Laban said, "It is better that I give her to you than 

to give her to another man; stay with me." So 

Jacob served seven years for Rachel and they 

seemed to him but a few days because of his love 

for her.
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Now the Lord saw that Leah was unloved, and He 

opened her womb, but Rachel was barren. Leah 

conceived and bore a son and named him Reuben, for 

she said, "Because the Lord has seen my affliction; 

surely now my husband will love me." Then she 

conceived again and bore a son and said, "Because 

the Lord has heard that I am unloved, He has 

therefore given me this son also." So she named him 

Simeon. She conceived again and bore a son and said, 

"Now this time my husband will become attached to 

me, because I have borne him three sons." 

Therefore he was named Levi. And she conceived 

again and bore a son and said, "This time I will praise 

the Lord." Therefore she named him Judah. Then 

she stopped bearing.

32Now in the evening he took his daughter Leah, and 

brought her to him; and Jacob went in to her. Laban 

also gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah as a 

maid. So it came about in the morning that, behold, it 

was Leah! And he said to Laban, "What is this you 

have done to me? Was it not for Rachel that I 

served with you? Why then have you deceived me?" 

But Laban said, "It is not the practice in our place 

to marry off the younger before the firstborn. 

Complete the week of this one, and we will give you 

the other also for the service which you shall serve 

with me for another seven years." Jacob did so and 

completed her week, and he gave him his daughter 

Rachel as his wife. Laban also gave his maid Bilhah to 

his daughter Rachel as her maid.



Rachel's maid Bilhah conceived again and bore Jacob 

a second son. So Rachel said, "With mighty wrestlings 

I have wrestled with my sister, and I have indeed 

prevailed." And she named him Naphtali.

When Leah saw that she had stopped bearing, she 

took her maid Zilpah and gave her to Jacob as a 

wife. Leah's maid Zilpah bore Jacob a son. Then Leah 

said, "How fortunate!" So she named him Gad. Leah's 

maid Zilpah bore Jacob a second son. Then Leah said, 

"Happy am I! For women will call me happy." So she 

named him Asher.

54 Now when Rachel saw that she bore Jacob no 

children, she became jealous of her sister; and she 

said to Jacob, "Give me children, or else I die." Then 

Jacob's anger burned against Rachel, and he said, 

"Am I in the place of God, who has withheld from 

you the fruit of the womb?" She said, "Here is my 

maid Bilhah, go in to her that she may bear on my 

knees, that through her I too may have children." So 

she gave him her maid Bilhah as a wife, and Jacob 

went in to her. Bilhah conceived and bore Jacob a 

son. Then Rachel said, "God has vindicated me, and 

has indeed heard my voice and has given me a son." 

Therefore she named him Dan. 



God gave heed to Leah, and she conceived and bore 

Jacob a fifth son. Then Leah said, "God has given me 

my wages because I gave my maid to my husband." 

So she named him Issachar. Leah conceived again 

and bore a sixth son to Jacob. Then Leah said, "God 

has endowed me with a good gift; now my husband 

will dwell with me, because I have borne him six 

sons." So she named him Zebulun. Afterward she 

bore a daughter and named her Dinah.

Then God remembered Rachel, and God gave heed to 

her and opened her womb. So she conceived and 

bore a son and said, "God has taken away my 

reproach." She named him Joseph, saying, "May the 

Lord give me another son."

Then they journeyed from Bethel; and when there 

was still some distance to go to Ephrath, Rachel 

began to give birth and she suffered severe labor. 

When she was in severe labor the midwife said to 

her, "Do not fear, for now you have another son." It 

came about as her soul was departing (for she died), 

that she named him Ben-oni; but his father called 

him Benjamin.
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