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Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: when 

His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 

before they came together she was found to be 

with child by the Holy Spirit. And Joseph her husband, 

being a righteous man and not wanting to disgrace 

her, planned to send her away secretly. But when he 

had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of 

David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; 

for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the 

Holy Spirit. She will bear a Son; and you shall call His 

name Jesus, for He will save His people from their 

sins. "Now all this took place to fulfill what was 

spoken by the Lord through the prophet: "Behold, 

the virgin shall be with child and shall bear a Son, and 

they shall call His name Immanuel," which translated 

means, "God with us." And Joseph awoke from his 

sleep and did as the angel of the Lord commanded 

him, and took Mary as his wife, and he called His 

name Jesus.
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Now when they had gone, behold, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get 

up! Take the Child and His mother and flee to Egypt, 

and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is going 

to search for the Child to destroy Him."

So Joseph got up and took the Child and His mother 

while it was still night, and left for Egypt. He 

remained there until the death of Herod. This was 

to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through 

the prophet: "Out of Egypt I called My Son."

32 Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar 

Augustus, that a census be taken of all the 

inhabited earth. This was the first census taken 

while Quirinius was governor of Syria. And everyone 

was on his way to register for the census, each to 

his own city. Joseph also went up from Galilee, from 

the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David 

which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the 

house and family of David, in order to register along 

with Mary, who was engaged to him, and was with 

child. While they were there, the days were 

completed for her to give birth. And she gave birth 

to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, 

and laid Him in a manger, because there was no 

room for them in the inn.


