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“The Pumpkin Prayer”  
Activity & Devotional for Pumpkin Carving  

This time of year brings about a holiday that is often 

met with controversy within the church.  Some 

people choose to embrace Halloween and some 

people choose to oppose it.   

Some churches host fall festivals, some hold trunk-

or-treats, and some don’t acknowledge the holiday 

at all.  Whether you choose to celebrate or not is up to your family and 

church.  However, if you do choose to participate in the Halloween holiday, here’s a 

way to celebrate from a Christian perspective. 

Materials needed: pumpkin for carving, carving tools, trash bags, a copy of pumpkin 

prayer, candle for pumpkin, Bible 

Some of you may have heard of or even read the pumpkin prayer before.  It is a fun 

way to carve a pumpkin with your family or even in your children’s church time.  As 

you begin to carve your pumpkin, read the poem below.  You can look up 

corresponding scripture ahead of time to read as you carve your pumpkin.   

(If you want to leave in a classroom for an extended period of time, you can use a 

sharpie marker to draw the features on the pumpkin, just remember to explain that 

normally we would clean out a pumpkin when carving it and how that correlates to 

God cleaning out the sin from our lives). 

Type or write out Matthew 5:16 and attach it to the stem of the pumpkin as a 

reminder to live our lives for God and his glory. 

 

  

https://ministry-to-children.com/about/
https://ministry-to-children.com/fall-festival-plan/
https://ministry-to-children.com/trunk-or-treat/
https://ministry-to-children.com/trunk-or-treat/
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 The Pumpkin Prayer 

Dear Jesus, 

As I carve my pumpkin, help me pray this prayer: 

Open my mind so that I can learn about You; 

(cut the top off the pumpkin) 

Take all my sin and forgive the wrong that I do. 

(clean out the inside) 

Open my eyes so Your love I will see; 

(cut eyes shaped like hearts) 

I’m sorry for times I’ve turned up my nose at what You’ve given to me. 

(cut a nose in the shape of a cross) 

Open my ears so Your word I will hear; 

(cut ears shaped like a Bible) 

Open my mouth to tell others You’re near. 

(cut the mouth in the shape of a fish) 

Let Your light shine in all I say and do! 

(place candle inside and light it) 
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We hope you enjoy this free resource.  

Everything from Ministry-To-Chidren.com is 100% free to copy & use in ministry.  

I’m Tony Kummer - I started this website in 2007, but God is 

using it beyond my imagination. The mission is simple.  

Help you tell kids about Jesus! 

Our team is honored that you choose our material. Thank you for …  

• serving where God has placed you. 

• telling children about Jesus. 

• allowing us to be a part of your mission. 

 

We don’t ask for money, but we do need your help. 

Please consider the following: 

1. Comment on the website to encourage our authors. 

2. Link to us from your blog or church website. 

3. Share our posts on Pinterest or Facebook. 

4. Tell a friend to google “Ministry to Children.” 

5. Add me (and our team) to your personal prayer list. 

 

I’d love to hear your feedback on this download. Tony@ministry-to-children.com 

May God bless you and continue to bless your ministry! 

https://ministry-to-children.com/about/
https://ministry-to-children.com/bible-coloring-pages/
https://www.google.com/search?&q=ministry+to+children+sermons
mailto:Tony@ministry-to-children.com

