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On mother’s day, our church had a Baby Dedication Service. Many churches dedicate
infants and babies because of tradition rather than theology. We want our families to have a
Christian vision for their children. We want them to see parenting as a divine responsibility.
We believe every child is a gift from God.

Baby Dedication Order of Service

In most churches, the child dedication ceremony is a smaller event within the morning
worship service lasting 10 minutes or less. In our church we often replaced the children’s
sermon / ministry moment spot with the baby dedication. Here is our simple order of
service:

Presentation of the Child & Parents

The pastor (or clergy officiating the ceremony) invites the families forward to the front of the
church meeting. He then readers the parent and child’'s name saying:

“It is my great joy to introduce you to these newest members of our church family. (CHILD
NAME) is the son of (PARENTS NAMES) and was born (WHEN AND WHERE). These
parents have come today to pledge themselves before God and this congregation to raise this
child in a way the honors the LORD.”

Parental Affirmations

The pastor then reads the following affirmations (printed in the bulletin for the
congregation to read along). After each statement the parents will respond “WE DO.”

e Do you today recognize these children as the gifts of God and give heartfelt thanks for
God's blessing?

e Do you now dedicate your children to the Lord who gave them to you all, surrendering
all worldly claims upon their lives in the hope that they will belong wholly to God?

e Do you pledge as parents that, with God's fatherly help, you will bring up your children
in the discipline and instruction of the Lord, making every reasonable effort, with
patience and love, to build the Word of God, the character of Christ and the joy of the
Lord into their lives?
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e Do you promise to provide, through God's blessing, for the physical, emotional,
intellectual and spiritual needs of your children, looking to your own heavenly Father
for the wisdom, love and strength to serve them and not use them?

e Do you promise, God helping you, to make it your regular prayer that, by God's grace,
your children will come to trust in Jesus Christ alone for the forgiveness of their sins
and for the fulfillment of all his promises to them, even eternal life; and in this faith
follow Jesus as Lord and obey his teachings?

Pastor's Message or Charge to the PARENTS

In a shorter ceremony, the pastor will simply read a biblical admonition about parenting. In
a longer service the preacher may ask the parents to sit down while he gives a short baby
dedication sermon or message. Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and Psalm 78:1-8 are popular verses for
this sermon.

Prayer of Blessing

The pastor lays hands on the child and offers this baby dedication prayer:

(child’s name), together with your parents, who love you dearly, and this people who care
about the outcome of your faith, I dedicate you to God, surrendering together with them all
worldly claims upon your life, in the hope that you will belong wholly to God for ever.

Congregational Greeting

When the service is finished, the parents and child are ask to stand while church members
come to offer their congratulations or personal blessings. If a reception is planned, the
family can proceed to the fellowship area and await their guests.

How We Plan our Baby Dedication Ceremony

Pastor David Michael at Bethlehem Baptist Church has given us some great ideas for baby
dedication. David and his wife Sally are behind the Children’s Desiring God curriculum. Their
approach to baby dedication emphasizes parental promises and includes a mandatory
parenting class. So before the ceremony, parents are challenged to have a God-centered
vision for their children.

Time needed: 30 days.

How to plan our Baby Dedication Ceremony
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. Plan a Parent’s Meeting

| invited parents to meet with me about baby dedication. These are families from our
church that have added new children since last year. | take the initiative to contact
them.

. Provide Parent Training

We have arranged a training meeting several weeks before the dedication. We will use
this as a teaching time to explain the dedication service and reinforce a biblical vision
for Christian parenting. We discuss specific scriptures about parenting. We invite them
to define their vision for their children. We challenge them to dedicate themselves as
parents to raising God-centered children.

. Rehearse the Dedication Service Questions

Do you today recognize these children as the gifts of God and give heartfelt thanks for
God's blessing? Do you now dedicate your children to the Lord who gave them to you
all, surrendering all worldly claims upon their lives in the hope that they will belong
wholly to God? Do you pledge as parents that, with God's fatherly help, you will bring
up your children in the discipline and instruction of the Lord, making every reasonable
effort, with patience and love, to build the Word of God, the character of Christ and
the joy of the Lord into their lives? Do you promise to provide, through God’s blessing,
for the physical, emotional, intellectual and spiritual needs of your children, looking to
your own heavenly Father for the wisdom, love and strength to serve them and not
use them? Do you promise, God helping you, to make it your regular prayer that, by
God's grace, your children will come to trust in Jesus Christ alone for the forgiveness
of their sins and for the fulfillment of all his promises to them, even eternal life; and in
this faith follow Jesus as Lord and obey his teachings?

. Day of the Service - Affirmations

Invite the family to the front of the church along with their child. The pastor reads the
above questions and the parents affirm “WE DO.” The congregation will have these
same promises as a bulletin insert. We want this time to reinforce a biblical vision of
parenting for the whole congregation. We invite all parents in the congregation to
silently re-commit to being intentionally Christian in their parenting with each
affirmation.

. Day of Service - Blessing Prayer

fter the parents have affirmed the promises the senior pastor will pray this prayer of
dedication: (child’s name), together with your parents, who love you dearly, and this people
who care about the outcome of your faith, | dedicate you to God, surrendering together
with them all worldly claims upon your life, in the hope that you will belong wholly to God
for ever.
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6. After the Ceremony
After the ceremony, each child will receive a gift. We usually give them a Children’s
Bible. They also receive a baby dedication certificate. We have discussed writing a
pastoral letter to the child.

7. Provide Annual Updates
The ideal situation would be to visit this family at 6 months or a year out from the
service to remind them of the commitments and discuss how the church can further
empower them in their calling as parents. In this case, the baby dedication service is
only the first step in a program of equipping parents.

We are careful to make this a time of commitment and prayer. | think the approach I've
described removes the “sacramental” feel that accompanies infant baptism. What are your
thoughts? Does your church have a similar process? Leave a comment and let me know. We
are always eager to learn.

Questions and Answers about Baby Dedication

What is the difference between a baby baptism and dedication?

Catholic and some protestant churches offer infant baptism, which is a sacrament that
infers grace upon the child. Godparents are often named and presnet when the baby is
baptized. The baby dedication ceremony in an alternate tradition in many protestant
churches, in which the parents pledge to raise the child in a godly manner and the
congregation offers a prayer of blessing upon the child and parents. Godparents are not
typically part of this tradition, but some churches encourage older Christians to sponsor the
young parents.

What age do you do baby dedication?

Most churches offer a dedication ceremony while a child is under the age of two, many plan
it for the first Sunday the parents bring the infant to church after it is born. For older
children (as in the case of adoption), churches can offer a child dedication service. This is
essential the same format, but for an older child.

Why do you dedicate a baby?

The ceremony is usually performed before or after the Worship service of Sunday. When
the parents have come forward with the child, the pastor presents it to the congregation, or
asks the parents to do so.Most often, the pastor asks parents to say orally their
commitment to raising the child in the Christian faith.
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Child_dedication

More Baby Dedication Celebration Ideas
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Printable Child / Baby Dedication Certificate (Free Template
Download)

Download this printable baby dedication certificate to use in
your church to commemorate your next parent-child dedication
service. It's ready to go directly from the PDF printable, but you
can download the WORD doc version if you need to customize it
for your church. Just use the links below and print on a heavy
card-stock [...]

Baby Dedication: What Does Your Church Do?

Welcome to the latest session of the Children’s Ministry Think Tank. Grab some coffee, print
off this post and put your thinking cap on. The aim is to get different perspectives and help
everyone to learn (including me). Please read through the responses and share your own
ideas in the comments. Think Tank #3 Questions [...]

Baby Dedication Ideas

When | first wrote about Baby Dedication, | didn't anticipate the interest it would generate. It
seems like many parents and pastors are looking for solid information about conduction a
baby dedication service. This post brings together all the information | have found helpful
concerning dedicating children to the Lord. | have linked sources where [...]
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“Let the children come to me; do not
hinder them, for to such belongs the

Kingdom of God.”

Mark 10:14
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We hope you enjoy this free resource.

Everything from Ministry-To-Chidren.com is 100% free to copy & use in ministry.

I’'m Tony Kummer - | started this website in 2007, but God is
using it beyond my imagination. The mission is simple.

Help you tell kids about Jesus!

Our team is honored that you choose our material. Thank you for ...
e serving where God has placed you.
e telling children about Jesus.

e allowing us to be a part of your mission.

We don’t ask for money, but we do need your help.
Please consider the following:

1. Comment on the website to encourage our authors.
2. Link to us from your blog or church website.
3. Share our posts on Pinterest or Facebook.

4. Tell a friend to google “Ministry to Children.”

5. Add me (and our team) to your personal prayer list.

I"d love to hear your feedback on this download. Tony@ ministry-to-children.com

May God bless you and continue to bless your ministry!

Copyright © Ministry-To-Children.com — Permission granted for any non-profit use.
Scripture quotes from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973,
1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®



https://ministry-to-children.com/about/
https://ministry-to-children.com/bible-coloring-pages/
https://www.google.com/search?&q=ministry+to+children+sermons
mailto:Tony@ministry-to-children.com

Our Most Popular Curriculum & Resources

These are the major sections of our website. We add about 10 new posts
per month, so always check the homepage to see what’s new!

1. Over 300 Bible Coloring Pages

2. Over 700 Bible Lessons for Kids
Over 100 Games for Kids Ministry
Preschool Lessons & Activities
Children's Worship Music

Articles to Encourage & Sustain You
Children’s Sermon Object Lessons
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Don’t miss all our free resources:

Bible Trivia Questions — Worship Songs — Children’s Ministry Training — Bible
Memory Verses — Children’s Ministry Blogs — Sunday School Games — Bible Crafts
for Sunday School — VBS 2020 Themes — Thanksgiving Sunday School Lesson
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