“Make Peace and Keep Friends” Craft
|deas for Conflict Resolution Matthew 18

In this lesson and craft emphasis, children will focus on the importance of making peace with
one another, even in times of trouble or conflict. The Gospel of Matthew gives us a model for
dealing with sinners or those who have conflict with us. In these crafts, kids consider the
importance of making and keeping friends as they “make” some friends in craft form!

Bible Verses or Craft Captions to Consider...

“Again, truly | tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will
be done for them by my Father in heaven. ?° For where two or three gather in my name,
there am | with them.” -Matthew 18:19-20

“If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If
they listen to you, you have won them over. -Matthew 18:15

Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God. -Matthew 5:9

Let disagreement bounce off...keep peace!
Friends are everywhere...make them, keep them, enjoy them!
Extra Activities and Ideas for Sunday School:

e Discuss times when children have experienced conflict with others. What helped to get
things “fixed”?
e \Write a note to someone who you have experienced trouble with in the past. Apologize

for arguments, if necessary.

e \Where two or more are gathered: create a schedule for prayer, and invite others to join
in!

See the demonstration of this children’s sermon on our YouTube channel. Don’t miss the
related Sunday School Craft demonstration.
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Craft one: “Let it Bounce Off Ball”

You will need:

e Rubber bands (varied colors, if
possible)

e Pom pom or small ball

e \/erse caption or extra
decoration (optional)

Procedure:

1. Begin with a rounded base:
metal washer, ball, pom-pom, or
rubber ball.

2. Wrap a rubber band around the
base.

3. Continue wrapping rubber
bands around each other, criss-
crossing directions, and
observing the ball getting larger
and larger.

4. Add a verse or caption if
desired. Try out the bounciness
of the rubber band ball!

Copyright © Ministry-To-Children.com
Permission granted for any non-profit use. Written by Kristin Schmidt.



https://ministry-to-children.com/about/
https://ministry-to-children.com/author/kristins/

Craft Two: “Friendly Sock Puppet”

You will need:
e Glue and/or tape
e Old (or new) clean, blank socks
e Scissors/yarn (optional)
e Caption or verse (Optional)

e Markers or crayons (Fabric or
Sharpie recommended)

e Jewels, eyes, stickers, or other
decorations (optional)

Procedure:

1. Cut the sock to adjust size, if necessary and
desired.

2. Decorate the sock with captions, verses, colors,
gemes, stickers, or otherwise.

3. Add markers, googly eyes, yarn, or other
decoration as desired.

4. Use your puppet as a little “friend” or put on a
show with multiple sock puppets!
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Craft Three: “Pin Pal”

You will need:

e Clothespin, popsicle stick, or
other wooden figure.

e Decorations (gems, google eyes,
etc.)

e Scissors

e Fabric or paper (optional)
e (Caption or verse

e Tape and/or glue

e Sharpies, markers, or paint
e Safety pins

Procedure:

1. Decide what kind of base you prefer
for your “pin pal” friend.

2. Use markers or other coloring to add a
face to your pal.

3. Glue on paper or fabric “clothes” if
desired.

4. Add eyes, verses, or other decoration
as preferred.

5. Glue or tape a safety pin to the back.
Carry or pin around your “friend” and
enjoy!
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These craft ideas were prepared by Kristin Schmidt, who serves
at the Epiphany Lutheran Church in Castle Rock, CO. She has
shared her teaching gifts through Ministry-To-Children since
2014 and now serves as our lead curriculum writer.

Kristin has a professional background in elementary and pre-
school education. A graduate of Biola University, she holds a
Master of Education and will receive the Master of Theology
degree from Concordia University, Irvine, California, in May
2020. Kristin grew up in southern California and lived the past 10 years in Georgia. She is a long-
distance runner and voracious reader.

Don’t miss our most popular resources.

e QOver 400 Printable Bible Coloring Pages

e QOver 800 Bible Lessons and Complete Sunday School Curriculum
e New Children’s Sermons Object Lessons every week

e Don’t miss our weekly newsletter called Sunday School Works!

Church budgets are tight -- so we are creating digital curriculum that’s half the cost of printed
material. So even when finances are limited, your teaching can make an eternal difference.

It’s called the Sunday School Store .... Use this coupon to save on your first order.

Use coupon code to try our new premium curriculum

SAVE20

Click this link, discount will apply at checkout T|'IB SUﬂﬂaV SB"UUI SIOTB
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