Hallelujah! He Has Risen!
Luke 23-24 Sunday School Lesson
Written by Kristin Schmidt for Ministry-To-Children.com

Easter, to Christians, should be the most
important celebration of the year. After all,
Easter reminds us of what Jesus did and how
He rose from the dead. It reminds us that
God fulfilled His promises and sent a savior.
Sometimes we go through the motions and
forget why Easter is so significant.
This lesson should help little ones understand
the basics of God’s plan and prophetic
conclusions, in order to help them appreciate
the holiday beyond eggs and chocolate bunnies.
Lesson focus: Jesus died to take on our sins; His resurrection completed what God had
intended from the beginning.
Passage: Luke 23:44-24:12 (ESV listed for reference)
Target Audience: Kindergarten-6th Grade (adaptable older or younger)
Materials Needed: Pieces of cloth; paper plates; paper; cups; present or gift bag
Lesson Opening: Use a couple of activities to open the lesson, starting with an outdoor game
(if available facilities), and then enjoying a quieter illustration activity:
Game: are you alive? Have students line up on one end of a field, with one chosen participant
standing or sitting at the other end of the field, with back to the others. Students quietly walk
towards the “sleeper”, whispering or saying “are you alive?” At a chosen moment, the “it” will
come to life and chase the others, trying to tag them before they run back to their side. If
tagged, they join “it” in the chase. Otherwise, continue creeping toward “it”.
Taking on sins… have students sit in a circle, and hand each one a stack of post-it notes. Ask
them to write down on the notes things that would be considered bad or sinful. As they write,
have them place the post-its on themselves. Explain that we deserve punishments for the bad
things we do. In the Old Testament, people had to select an animal to kill in place of their evil
doings. Have the kids put their post-its on a stuffed animal. Should we destroy this animal to
take care of our sins? Well, that seems strange…instead, take the post-its on yourself. Watch
student reactions as you “wear” their transgression post-it notes. Explain that this was why
Jesus came. And His death was not a random event. God had in mind all along how He would
save people.

Sunday School Lesson for Easter
Show students a gift package, or a gift bag with a tag that says “do not open until Easter.” Ask
them what they would think about getting a Christmas present that could not be opened until
Easter. That seems sort of a lengthy wait! Explain that today we are celebrating the story of
Easter. The beautiful thing about Easter is that it is the conclusion of the story that starts at
Christmas. With Advent and Christmas, we celebrate how Jesus was born. But what was He
born for? Ultimately, to take on our sins and die, so that we wouldn’t have to suffer. He did
nothing wrong but was punished for what we did. With His resurrection, He had victory over
sin and Satan. Invite students to look at some of the details of the story.
*note: for older students, you may look over some of the prophetic verses, and see how they
were fulfilled in Christ. For younger kids, just mention how the things Jesus did had been
predicted and talked about even before He was born.
Review the events leading up to the death of Jesus. Details may depend on previous lessons
and how much you have already covered regarding the trials and crucifixion. Look at the
verses depicting Christ’s final moments:
It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth
hour, 45 while the sun's light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Then
Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And having said
this he breathed his last. 47 Now when the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God,
saying, “Certainly this man was innocent!” 48 And all the crowds that had assembled for this
spectacle, when they saw what had taken place, returned home beating their breasts. 49 And all his
acquaintances and the women who had followed him from Galilee stood at a distance watching these
things. -Luke 23:44-49

Give students a small piece of cloth. Explain that, back before Jesus, when people made animal
sacrifices, they had a special room in the temple where they could “meet” God. This special
room could only be entered under very special circumstances, on a certain day by a certain
person, and there was a curtain separating it from the other parts of the temple. When Jesus
died, this curtain was torn apart, because Jesus made it so that we can always be in God’s
presence, without any curtains hiding Him! Have students tear their cloth apart. Continue with
the burial of Jesus:
Now there was a man named Joseph, from the Jewish town of Arimathea. He was a member of the
council, a good and righteous man,51 who had not consented to their decision and action; and he was
looking for the kingdom of God. 52 This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 53 Then he
took it down and wrapped it in a linen shroud and laid him in a tomb cut in stone, where no one had
ever yet been laid. 54 It was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning. 55 The
women who had come with him from Galilee followed and saw the tomb and how his body was
laid. 56 Then they returned and prepared spices and ointments. On the Sabbath they rested according
to the commandment. -Luke 23:50-56

Explain that people in Bible times often had reserved tombs where they could be buried.
Someone (with a lot of money) had a family grave, and wanted to offer his tomb for the body
of Jesus. He had special linens wrapped around the body and put a huge rock over the tomb.
This man wanted to make sure no one tried to take or damage the body. He cared about Jesus
and what would happen to Him. It was a Friday when Jesus was killed, and the next day was
the Jewish Sabbath. This meant everyone had to rest and could not work. There were some
women, though, who loved Jesus very much. They wanted to anoint His body with special oils.
They went on Sunday (the third day) to do so, and found an interesting and intriguing surprise:
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they had
prepared. 2 And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in they did
not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by
them in dazzling apparel. 5 And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the
men said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but has risen.
Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into
the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.” 8 And they remembered his
words,9 and returning from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all the
rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other
women with them who told these things to the apostles, 11 but these words seemed to them an idle
tale, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in,
he saw the linen cloths by themselves; and he went home marveling at what had happened.
-Luke 24:1-12

Even though prophets had foretold the Messiah, and Jesus Himself told people what would
happen, the disciples and followers still didn’t quite expect or anticipate what they would find
when they went to the grave. The three women who first encountered the empty tomb were
so excited that they ran to tell the others, who didn’t even believe the story. It is significant
that Peter, who had denied his Lord a few days before, was the first to inspect the tomb and
marvel at what had happened.
When they saw the tomb and heard the angels, Mary, Joanna and Mary finally put the pieces
together, and to an extent realized what was going on. Everything prior to this event was
preparation. Everything after (the rest of the New Testament) happened in order to tell the
world about Jesus. He is the central point of it all. If this is true of God’s word, it should be true
in our lives. Our faith rests on the resurrection. Easter is about much more than candy and egg
hunting. We don’t need to look for Jesus; He has risen! He’s just as alive in our midst and in
our hearts today as He was on that first Easter morning. Let us rejoice! Let’s practice sharing
that good news with others.
Craft options:
Make an empty tomb: have students use dark colors to decorate a paper plate, cut in half with
an extra hole cut from the center. Provide large pom-poms or have students crunch paper into
a ball to glue on as a “stone”, and attach a cross made from two popsicle sticks, as well.
Include a verse caption and remind students of the beauty of the empty tomb!

Creative cross: provide cardstock or paper crosses. Allow students to color and decorate with
glitter or tiny tissue pieces.
Jesus wins trophy: have students decorate cups or trophy-shaped items, and attach a caption
of “Jesus wins the victory! He is risen!”
Close with prayer and thanks to God for sending Jesus to save us. Ask for joy in remaining to
be “Easter people” and celebrating the work of Christ, and for courage in sharing God’s great
love and gospel message with other people.
--English Standard Version (ESV) The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition:
2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.
Jesus is Risen Illustration from ChristianClipArts.net – Used by permission.

He is Risen! Craft Ideas for Easter
Easter is here! After journeying through the season of Lent and the solemnity of Good Friday,
Easter is a joyous celebration. There are many fun and festive possible activities to create in
celebrating springtime or Easter. As with most things in life, the central element here should be
the Gospel of Christ. The resurrection is the main event of the Bible, after all. Additional
elements for seasonal enjoyment are featured here, as well. Happy crafting!
Don’t miss all our Easter Lessons and Activities for Children’s Ministry.

Bible Verses or Craft Captions to Consider…
But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was
crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay.
- Matthew 28:5-6
7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going
before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 8 So they departed quickly
from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. -Matthew 28:7-8
He is risen! Hallelujah!
Happy Easter!
The sun will rise…and the SON will rise!
Praise God for Daily Blessings!
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Craft one: “Easter Flower Garden”
You will need:
• Scissors
• Construction paper (any color)
• Markers or decorating materials
• Glue or tape
• Popsicle sticks
• Cupcake liners and/or coffee filters
• Small cups or pots
• Pipe cleaners (optional decoration)
Procedure:
1. Use cupcake liners, coffee filters, and
construction paper to create flower designs.
2. Add colorful decorations, if desired.
3. Attach the “flowers” to popsicle sticks or pipe
cleaners.
4. Carefully place the “flowers” in cup or pot.
5. Add stickers or captions to the outside of the
cup.
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Craft Two: “Easter Buddies”
You will need:
• Construction Paper or tissue paper
• Glue, tape, or staples
• Google eyes or pom-poms (optional)
• Scissors
• Pipe cleaners or string
• Plastic Easter eggs
• Permanent markers

Procedure:
1. Choose an animal theme for
your “buddy.”
2. Place pipe cleaners through
small holes in the Easter egg,
creating “ears,” “feet,” or other
parts of the animal.
3. Cut a paper, cardstock, or felt
piece to add extra fun flair to
the animal.
4. Glue or draw eyes and facial
features.
5. Place the “animal” in a paper or
cup for extra stability, if desired.
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Craft Three: “Empty Tomb”
You will need:
• Paper plates or paper
• Popsicle sticks
• Markers or crayons
• Scissors
• Glue or tape
• Brad fasteners
Procedure:
1. Cut the plate in half, or
cut the bottom off of it to
make an arch shape.
2. Decorate the plate with
“stone” colors and
additional pictures as
desired.
3. Cut an upside down “U”
shape out of the bottom
of the plate to create a
stone “door.”
4. Carefully attach the
“stone” to the “tomb” by
poking the brad fastener
through the door and the plate (it may be helpful to poke a hole in the plates first, to
allow the fastener through).
5. Glue the popsicle sticks into the shape of a cross, and attach it to the side of the plate.
6. Add a verse, caption, or handwritten note on the tomb to celebrate that Christ is risen!
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Easter Craft Ideas
He is Risen! (John 20:1-18)
Easter is here! After journeying through the season of Lent
and the solemnity of Good Friday, Easter is a joyous
celebration. There are many fun and festive possible
activities to create in celebrating springtime or Easter. As
with most things in life, the central element here should be
the Gospel of Christ. These crafts suggest creative ways to
consider the joy and miracle of the Resurrection. A jelly bean
mosaic provides a colorful way to contemplate Easter symbols. A “transforming” caterpillar and
butterfly craft invite students to recall how Jesus died and came back to life. Happy crafting!
Verses or Captions to Consider…
But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was
crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay.
- Matthew 28:5-6
7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going
before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 8 So they departed quickly
from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. -Matthew 28:7-8
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new
has come. -2 Corinthians 5:17
He is risen!

Hallelujah!

Happy Easter

Jesus rose from the dead and brings new life!
More Teaching Ideas:
•

Watch the video demonstration of this message and related craft ideas

•

Compare our Sunday School Lesson on John 20:1-18.

•

Compare another Easter lesson or see all our Easter Ideas for Children’s Ministry

•

See all our latest children’s sermons, Sunday School Lessons, and Sunday School curriculum
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Craft one: “Jelly Bean Mosaic”
You will need:
•

Scissors

•

Construction paper (any color)

•

Markers or decorating materials

•

Glue or tape

•

Stencils (optional)

•

Paper Plates (optional)

•

Jelly beans

•

Pipe cleaner or string (optional)

Procedure:
1. Select a paper, cardstock, or paper plate as a
base.
2. Use a stencil or free hand to draw an outline
of desired image (cross, butterfly, heart,
etc.). Color, if desired.
3. Attach additional decorations and/or verses
or captions.
4. Spread glue on the shape, a section at a
time. Attach jelly beans to the glue in varied
colors. Allow to dry thoroughly.
5. Add a string or pipe cleaner if desired, to hang.
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Craft Two: “Butterfly Resurrection”
You will need:
•

Construction Paper or tissue paper

•

Glue, tape, or staples

•

Google eyes or pom-poms (optional)

•

Scissors

•

Pipe cleaners or string

•

Coffee filters or cupcake liners

•

Paper bags

•

Toilet paper or paper towel rolls

Procedure:
1. Decorate your tube (toilet paper or paper
towel) like a caterpillar, attaching a “face”
and legs, if desired. Use curled pipe
cleaners for antennae.
2. Decorate the paper bag like a chrysalis,
adding stickers and verses or captions.
3. Use coffee filters, cupcake liners, or
accordion-folded paper to create “wings.”
4. Attach wings to caterpillar body to create a butterfly.
5. If schedule and audience allow, place the caterpillar into the chrysalis, and “transform” into
butterflies on the sly. Alternatively, allow students to turn their own caterpillars into butterflies.
Emphasize the resurrection element in play.
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Thank you for downloading these free materials. Our team is
grateful for your trust and pray that God will bless your ministry.
This resource was prepared by Kristin Schmidt (pictured right).
She serves at the Epiphany Lutheran Church in Castle Rock, CO.
She has shared her teaching gifts through Ministry-To-Children
since 2014 and now serves as our lead curriculum writer.
Kristin has a professional background in elementary and pre-school education. A graduate of Biola
University, she holds a Master of Education and will receive the Master of Theology degree from
Concordia University, Irvine, California, in May 2020. Kristin grew up in southern California and lived
the past 10 years in Georgia. She is a long-distance runner and voracious reader.
My name is Tony Kummer (pictured below). I started Ministry-To-Chidlren.com in 2007 as a free
resource for anyone sharing Jesus with kids. It is my personal honor to share these resources with
churches around the world.
Reader donations and your support at The Sunday School Store
fund these free materials. Please keep us in mind when you are
choosing your next children’s ministry curriculum.
If you enjoy our material, be sure to sign-up for my free email
newsletter called “Sunday School Works!” Every Tuesday, I send the
latest new lessons, crafts, and coloring pages in print-friendly format
to make your lesson planning easy.
May God continue to bless your ministry!
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