"Roll Out the Red Carpet” Sunday School Lesson from
Mark 11:1-11
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This free Bible lesson is based on Mark 11:1-11 when Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a donkey.
It is designed for children’s church or Sunday School. Please modify as best fits your
ministry.

If your church follows the Revised Common Lectionary, this teaching plan would correspond
to Year B — 6th Sunday in Lent, Gospel Reading — Mark 11:1-11.

Opening Activity — Roll Out the Red Carpet — Smile for the Camera!

Supplies — red rug/sheet, dress up clothes, smart phone or tablet with camera

Give the kids a few minutes to get ready for their red carpet moment. Then lay out the red
rug/sheet and let each child walk the carpet and get their picture taken. Encourage everyone
to cheer on each child while it’s their turn.

Lesson — Roll Out the Red Carpet

Who liked getting their picture taken? What was the best part?
You know I didn’t even get to walk and I still loved it! Iloved seeing how happy it made
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everyone!

Did it make you feel special? To have everyone looking at you, cheering for you, and even
having your picture taken? It must feel special to have everyone’s attention on you. For that
moment, you were the most important person in the room.

When you think about a red carpet, what do you think of? ...Celebrities, movie premieres,
fancy clothes...

Well, it might surprise you that there was a red carpet in the Bible that the people of
Jerusalem set out just for Jesus. Really, it’s true!

Ok, it was a little bit different. First of all, the carpet wasn’t red, it was green. Can you guess
what it was made of? Palm branches! The people collected a whole bunch of palm branches
and laid them out on the road leading into Jerusalem just for Jesus.

When Jesus started down his red, oops green, carpet everyone was watching and cheering
Him on. They even sang out to Him “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of
the Lord.” They wanted Jesus to feel special, and they wanted all of the attention to be on
Him. They wanted Jesus to know that He was the most important person in Jerusalem.

Why do you think they wanted to do this for Jesus?

What would you do if Jesus was coming here? Would it just be like any other day? Or would
it be special?

Would you do a red, or green, carpet? Or maybe a parade?

Jesus is absolutely the most important person ever, and just like the people in Jerusalem, we
want to make sure we show Him just how important and special He is.

But you know, we don’t have to be able to physically see Jesus as a man to show Him how
important He is to us. Just because we can’t see Jesus, it doesn’t mean He’s not here.
Actually, Jesus is here right now. RIGHT NOW! Jesus is always with you!

And if Jesus is always with you, what should we always be doing? We need to show Him how
special and important He really is.

Now, that doesn’t mean we need to drag a red carpet with us everywhere, but there is one
HUGE thing the people of Jerusalem did that we can do too.

They took time out of their day so they could spend it with Jesus. Is that something we can
do? Of course we can! It doesn’t have to be huge or fancy like the green carpet into the city.
That’s not what’s important to Jesus. We just need to show Jesus how important He really
is. He just wants to spend that time with you. It’s that easy.

So let’s try it! Just one time this week, let’s turn off the TV and read a Bible story instead. All
together we can show Jesus just how important He really is to us.

Activity A — Roll Out the Red Carpet — Bible Verse ChallengeSupplies — Bibles
Verse — Mark 11:8-10

Pass out Bibles to students. Bibles should be closed and sitting on the table face up in front of
each child. When you say go, have the kids look up this week’s Bible verse. As each child finds
the verse, have them stick one finger on the verse and quietly raise their other hand. The first
one to find the verse gets to read it to the rest of the class.

Help younger kids and new kids find the verse by following these steps.

Look in the Table of Contents for the book you are looking for. Make an effort to show them if
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it is found in the Old Testament or New Testament to help them in the future. Then open the
Bible to the page number listed in the Table of Contents.

Show them the large numbers in the text, known as the chapters. Flip through pages until
you find the large chapter number you are looking for.

Then scan through the text with them pointing out the smaller verse numbers until the
correct number is found.

Activity B — Roll Out the Red Carpet — God loves YOU

Supplies — green paper, scissors, dark marker
Before class cut green paper into leafs, and write instructions on the bottom.
To play the game, place leaves sporadically across a large room. Line the kids up on one end
of the room, and instruct them to move from leaf to leaf to reach the opposite side. With
each new leaf they land on have them turn it over and follow the instructions.
Examples of Instructions
e Sing part of a worship song
Thank Jesus for His love and sacrifice
Recite a Bible verse
Shout “Hallelujah!”
Ask God for help putting Him first
Tell someone God loves them

Closing Prayer — Roll Out the Red Carpet

Instead of a typical closing prayer, have the kids sing to Jesus together, as a way of showing
Him just how important He is in our lives.

“Hallelujah! Praise ye the Lord”

Hallelu, hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah!

Praise ye the Lord!

Hallelu, hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah!

Praise ye the Lord!

Praise ye the Lord! Hallelujah!

Praise ye the Lord! Hallelujah!

Praise ye the Lord! Hallelujah!

Praise ye the Lord!

Check out these other lessons and resources about Palm Sunday
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Bible Crafts: Palm Sunday

A Different Kind of Kingdom Mark 11:1-11
(also found in John 12:12-16; Matthew 21:1-11; Luke 19:28-40)

Palm Sunday celebrates the triumphal entry of Jesus into
Jerusalem, just a few days before His betrayal and execution. On
Palm Sunday, people celebrated Him and cheered, calling for
salvation. Jesus brought salvation, of course, but not quite as they

had anticipated. These crafts recall the events of Palm Sunday and

various aspects of the story. A headband with “palm branches and
cloaks” reminds students of the patriotic symbols that people put before Jesus when He came into town. A
donkey paper bag puppet visits the peaceful gesture and prophecy fulfillment that riding a donkey represented.
And a “Crying Stones Ma-ROCK-a” noisemaker provides a joyful sound and references how if we don’t praise

Jesus, even the rocks will know better and do so!
Verses or Captions to Consider...
“Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey's colt!” -John 12:15

So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who

comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” -John 12:13

And those who went before and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord! -Mark 11:9

And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” #° He answered, “1

tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.” -Luke 19:39-40
Hosanna! Jesus Saves!
More Teaching Ideas:

¢ Watch the video demonstration of this message and related craft ideas

e Compare our Sunday School Lesson on Mark 11:1-11

e Compare the children’s sermons from rfour.org and sermons4kids on this passage

e See all our latest children’s sermons, Sunday School Lessons, and Sunday School curriculum
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Craft one: “Palm and Cloak Hat”

You will need:
e Scissors
e Construction paper (green and other colors)
e Markers or decorating materials
e Glue, stapler or tape
e Paper plate (optional)
e Additional decorations (optional)

Procedure:

1. Create the base of the hat: either cut out the
center of a paper plate or cut and staple

together strips of construction paper.

2. Decorate the hat band/plate with verses,

captions, or extra items (stickers, glitter, etc.).

3. Decorate the hands with words, phrases, or

verses.

4. Cutout “leaves” or “palm” shapes, as well as

shirt/coat/cloak shapes, using the paper.

5. Attach the palms and “cloaks” to the plate

using tape, glue, or a stapler. Fabric can also be used, if desired.

6. Wear the hat with shouts of “hosanna” and joy!
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Craft Two: “Jerusalem-Bound Donkey” Puppet

You will need:
e Construction paper (brown or gray)
e Glue, tape, or staples
e Markers or crayons
e Scissors
e Paper bags
e Google eyes
Procedure:

1. Decorate the paper bag with eyes and a “face” to

represent a donkey.

2. Cut out paper pieces to look like ears and legs.

Decorate if desired.

3. Attach the “ears” and “legs” to the paper bag using

staples, glue, or tape.

4. Add extra decoration or verses and captions, if desired.
5. Play with your puppet to recall the donkey in the Palm

Sunday celebration!
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Craft Three: “Crying Stones Ma-rock-a” noisemaker

You will need:
e Paper or Styrofoam cups
o Paper towel tubes
e Stickers (optional)
e Markers or crayons
e Scissors
e Construction paper
e Cupcake liners (optional)

e Rubber bands

e Tape
e Rocks
Procedure:

1. Decorate the tube or cup with verse captions,

markers, and stickers.

2. Cover one end of the tube (if using) with paper or

cupcake liner. Secure with rubber bands and/or tape.
3. Carefully place small rocks inside the tube or cup.

4, Secure the other end of the tube (or one end of the
cup) with paper or cupcake liner. Tape or rubber

band to secure in place.

5. Shake to make noise and rejoice in Christ’s

salvation!
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