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Branches of the Vine 

Children’s Sermon (John 15:1-8) 

This message explains that we need to remain constantly 

connected to Christ. As a branch needs to be connected to 

the main part of the plant in order to live, we need to be 

“attached” to the Lord. What does this mean? Being rooted in 

prayer and Bible reading should be components of our daily 

life, providing the fuel we need to grow and stay healthy in 

our faith. This message uses a “fruity” object lesson to illustrate what Jesus described in John 15 with 

His vine and branches explanation.  

Law/Gospel Theme: The Christian life is now about producing our own fruit or somehow “doing 

enough” for our salvation. Abiding in Jesus means trusting that His death and resurrection are enough. 

Staying connected to Christ as the “vine” means resting in His presence and recognizing the power of 

His word, rather than relying on ourselves. 

Optional Materials: Grapes, in a bunch; raisins; optional: vine/branch   

Bible Passage: John 15:1-8  

More Teaching Ideas: 

• Compare our full Sunday School Lesson on the Vine and the Branches 

• Watch the video craft ideas and demonstration of our object lesson message 

• Compare the preschool lesson on John 15:1-8 

• You can purchase our complete Fruit of the Spirit Curriculum from the Sunday School Store  

Note: Feel free to use another kind of fruit or plant if desired, but the grapes/raisins illustration works 

nicely for this passage.  

  

https://ministry-to-children.com/
https://ministry-to-children.com/author/kristins/
https://ministry-to-children.com/the-seven-i-am-statements-of-jesus-lesson-8/
https://youtu.be/30aBsTVO8Xs
https://youtu.be/ZNnmQOCWT30
https://ministry-to-children.com/preschool-bible-lesson-jesus-is-the-the-vine/
https://sundayschool.store/collections/curriculum/products/the-fruit-of-the-spirit-curriculum
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Children’s Sermon (John 15:1-8) Jesus is the Vine 

Greet the children, holding a bunch of fresh grapes and a handful of raisins…  

Hello, children of God!  

Do you like fruit? What is your favorite kind of fruit? I love fruit, and one kind I particularly enjoy is 

(hold up grapes) these: grapes! Do you know anything about grapes? They grow in bunches on 

vines…the vines come out of the ground, and provide the nutrition and things that are needed to 

produce the fruit. Grapes have to stay close to the branches and vines for them to keep giving fruit.  

What would happen if one of these grapes fell off of the vine and sat in the sun for a while? It wouldn’t 

be fresh and juicy anymore, would it? In fact, it would sort of wither and shrivel up…kind of like these 

raisins! (Hold up raisins.) Now, there’s nothing wrong with raisins. They’re great for cookies or cereal 

or a quick snack. But compared to these big beautiful grapes, they look pretty sad and lame, don’t they?  

Did you know that Jesus talked about grapes? People in those days knew a lot about farming and 

planting, and a lot of them probably had vineyards where they grew grapes. Jesus said that He was the 

vine, and that we are the branches. What might that mean? He was explaining how important it is for us 

to stay connected to Him. Just as the vine provides nutrition that helps fruit grow on a plant, Jesus gives 

us all that we need to grow in our faith. The branches on a grape vine have to stay connected to the 

vine so that they can produce delicious fruit. Otherwise, they’ll dry up and wither like these sad little 

raisins. If we walk away and abandon faith, we’ll “shrivel up”, too!  

We need to stay close to Christ so that He can produce “fruit” in us. Of course, we aren’t going to start 

sprouting grapes or anything. Spiritual fruit refers to things that help others and show that Jesus lives in 

and through us. Those are things like love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, self-control…(if you want to quote the list from Galatians). How do we make sure we are 

connected to Jesus? We read God’s Word and study the Bible. We pray, talking to God and listening, 

too. We go to church so we can be connected with other “branches” that also abide in Him. Most 

importantly, we recognize that Jesus is doing the work and producing fruit through us. We don’t have to 

do a special set of tasks or have “enough faith.” We stay connected to the “vine” of Jesus and let the 

Holy Spirit develop its fruit. We trust in God and rely on Him for all things, staying close to Him and 

thanking Him for giving us life and hope. Why don’t we thank Him for that right now? 

https://ministry-to-children.com/
https://ministry-to-children.com/author/kristins/
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Prayer:   

(Have kids repeat each line)  

Dear God, 

You are the vine of life 

Help us stay connected to you 

We are your branches 

Help us bear spiritual fruit and share with others around us 

Thank you for your love 

We love you, God! 

In Jesus’s name, Amen! 

Bible Verses/story to Reference:  

 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he 

takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already you 

are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch 

cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am 

the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for 

apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch 

and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and 

my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is 

glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.”    -John 15:1-8 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. -Galatians 5:22-23 

  

https://ministry-to-children.com/
https://ministry-to-children.com/author/kristins/
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Thank you for downloading these free materials. Our team is 

grateful for your trust and pray that God will bless your ministry. 

This resource was prepared by Kristin Schmidt (pictured right). 

She serves at the Epiphany Lutheran Church in Castle Rock, CO. 

She has shared her teaching gifts through Ministry-To-Children 

since 2014 and now serves as our lead curriculum writer.   

Kristin has a professional background in elementary and pre-school education. A graduate of Biola 

University, she holds a Master of Education and will receive the Master of Theology degree from 

Concordia University, Irvine, California, in May 2020. Kristin grew up in southern California and lived 

the past 10 years in Georgia. She is a long-distance runner and voracious reader. 

My name is Tony Kummer (pictured below). I started Ministry-To-Chidlren.com in 2007 as a free 

resource for anyone sharing Jesus with kids. It is my personal honor to share these resources with 

churches around the world.  

Reader donations and your support at The Sunday School Store 

fund these free materials. Please keep us in mind when you are 

choosing your next children’s ministry curriculum. 

If you enjoy our material, be sure to sign-up for my free email 

newsletter called “Sunday School Works!” Every Tuesday, I send the 

latest new lessons, crafts, and coloring pages in print-friendly format 

to make your lesson planning easy. 

May God continue to bless your ministry! 

 

 

https://ministry-to-children.com/
https://ministry-to-children.com/author/kristins/
https://ministry-to-children.com/author/kristins/
https://ministry-to-children.com/support-this-ministry/
https://sundayschool.store/
https://sundayschool.works/subscribe/
https://sundayschool.works/subscribe/

