Jesus is the Real Thing!
Children’s Sermon (John 15:9-17)

This children’s message imparts the hope of our relationship
with Jesus. Earthly friendships may fail and disappoint us, but
the love of Christ will always be there. It might be hard to
grasp since we do not see the Lord physically, but His
presence guards and guides us. Jesus calls us friends and laid
down His life for us. The message uses a “disappointing”
object to remind children that God does not disappoint.
Law/Gospel Theme: Jesus has given us the greatest demonstration of love and friendship: His life! We
can rest assured that He will continue to love us and provide for us, and that His friendship never fails.
The good news reminds us of the fulfillment of hope that we have in Christ.
Optional Materials: Small or “off-brand” products, larger or “real” item of similar theme, cross or
Bible.
Bible Passage: John 15:9-17
More Teaching Ideas:
•

Watch the video demonstration of this children’s sermon or the related Bible craft ideas

•

Compare our full Sunday School lesson John 15:9-17

Note: Select how you’d like to convey your “real thing” concept in this message: you might use a donut
hole and a larger donut, a box that holds something other than what was advertised, an off-brand
product that doesn’t do the job the same way…use whatever you have and will earn a reaction from
students. For this specific example, packages of cookies were used.
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Children’s Sermon from John 15:9-17
Greet the children, with the “off-brand” elements of your choice…
Hello, children of God!
I have a treat for you today! I would like to share something I brought for the group, would you like
that? (Hold up box of candy or cookie treats.) I just love these, and there should be plenty to pass
around. Let’s see… (Open box, and find something disappointingly different inside, perhaps an
unmarked bag) Wait a minute…. This isn’t what I thought I was getting at all! This is an off-brand fake!
It’s not the real thing. It’s not really even close. I’m SO disappointed? I can’t even share this with all of
you… what a let-down.
Have you ever been disappointed by something? Maybe you got a new toy and it wasn’t what you had
expected. Or maybe you were trying something from the “clearance section”, and quickly learned why
it was cheaper. Or maybe something you wanted to do got changed or canceled. There are a lot of
things in life that can be disappointing. In fact, even our relationships with other people can be
disappointing! It’s great to have friendships, and we of course do our best to be kind to others and
demonstrate love. But we’re only human. Eventually, friendships can make us sad or let us down.
But there is one important relationship we have that promises to never ever let us down…that’s our
friendship with Jesus! It might seem strange to think of Him as a friend. After all, we don’t see Him in
person or talk to Him on the phone. But Jesus calls us His friends. He told the disciples that they were
not servants, but friends, and that they should abide in His love and love one another. Well, we are His
disciples now, and Jesus wants us to share His love and rest in His friendship. Jesus said that the best
love someone can have is to give up his life for friends. That might sound a bit extreme…but it’s exactly
what Jesus did for us! We can be confident in His love for us because we know He died for us.
Sometimes, sadly, our earthly relationships might disappoint us or not work out the way we hope.
People might move away or change. But Jesus will never leave us. He is the real thing! He is the very
best kind of relationship we can have. And even though we don’t see Him face to face, we can pray,
and read our Bibles, and talk with others who know Him.
You know what else? Jesus wants us to love one another. Our human attempts at being kind and caring
might fail, but we can trust Him to work in us to show love. Jesus said that if we love Him, we’ll
demonstrate that by staying connected to Him and by sharing His love with those around us. We can
show kindness and courtesy, listen to others, and help others. We can let the light of Jesus shine in our
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lives. We show that we are connected to Him by reaching out and caring for our earthly relationships.
And we remember that He is the greatest friend of all. He’s the very best example of friendship. Jesus is
the real thing!
Why don’t we thank God for that right now with a prayer?
Prayer:
(Have kids repeat each line)
Dear God,
Thank you for sending Jesus
He is the greatest friend we could have
Help us remember your presence
And share your love with those around us
Thank you for your love
We love you, God!
In Jesus’s name, Amen!
Bible Verses/story to Reference:
As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments,
you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 11
These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 12 “This is
my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this,
that someone lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15
No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have
called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not
choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit
should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17 These things I
command you, so that you will love one another. -John 15:9-17
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Thank you for downloading these free materials. Our team is
grateful for your trust and pray that God will bless your ministry.
This resource was prepared by Kristin Schmidt (pictured right).
She serves at the Epiphany Lutheran Church in Castle Rock, CO.
She has shared her teaching gifts through Ministry-To-Children
since 2014 and now serves as our lead curriculum writer.
Kristin has a professional background in elementary and pre-school education. A graduate of Biola
University, she holds a Master of Education and will receive the Master of Theology degree from
Concordia University, Irvine, California, in May 2020. Kristin grew up in southern California and lived
the past 10 years in Georgia. She is a long-distance runner and voracious reader.
My name is Tony Kummer (pictured below). I started Ministry-To-Chidlren.com in 2007 as a free
resource for anyone sharing Jesus with kids. It is my personal honor to share these resources with
churches around the world.
Reader donations and your support at The Sunday School Store
fund these free materials. Please keep us in mind when you are
choosing your next children’s ministry curriculum.
If you enjoy our material, be sure to sign-up for my free email
newsletter called “Sunday School Works!” Every Tuesday, I send the
latest new lessons, crafts, and coloring pages in print-friendly format
to make your lesson planning easy.
May God continue to bless your ministry!

Copyright © Ministry-To-Children.com – Permission granted for any non-profit use. Written by
Kristin Schmidt . Scripture from ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles

