What is Compassion?
Bible Craft Ideas from Mark 6:30-44, 53-56

It’s important to help children understand and embrace what
it means to have compassion. It often takes modeling and
encouraging, but is essential to developing character and
kindness. Students should first value and appreciate how

much compassion Christ demonstrates towards us, and out of

that appreciation, they should share that compassion with
others. These two crafts aim to assist in efforts to understand compassion. A “blooming with compassion
flower” offers an opportunity to consider ways to show others kindness. A “compassion kit” allows

students to compile items that can be given to someone else our of concern and compassion.
Bible Verses and Craft Captions to Consider... (Main Text: Mark 6:30-56)

e When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them, because they were like
sheep without a shepherd. And he began to teach them many things. -Mark 6:34

e And wherever he came, in villages, cities, or countryside, they laid the sick in the marketplaces and
implored him that they might touch even the fringe of his garment. And as many as touched it were
made well. -Mark 6:56

e You are loved! Enjoy some special tokens...

e [ can show compassion by....

e Jesus demonstrated compassion...and so can I! Here’s how:
More Teaching Ideas:

e Watch the video of this children’s lesson and related Bible craft ideas

e Compare our full Jesus feeds 5000 Sunday School Lesson

e Compare another Sunday School lesson on Jesus feeding the 5000 from Matthew 14

e Get more teaching helps from the mission Bible class lesson on this story

e Download our free coloring page for the book of Mark

e Download our free Jesus feeds 5000 coloring page
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Craft one: “Blooming with Compassion” Flower

You will need:

e Construction paper or card stock

e Paper plate

e Yarn, pipe cleaner, popsicle stick, or string

e Markers or crayons

e Scissors

e Glue or tape

e Other decorations (jewels, stickers, etc.)
Procedure:

1. Cut out several pieces of paper or cardstock in

petal shapes.

2. Brainstorm ways of demonstrating

compassion, and write them on the petals.

3. Glue a circle or cupcake liner in the center of
the plate, and attach the petals around it using

glue or staples.

4. Attach a popsicle stick “stem” to the bottom of
the plate, or a pipe cleaner or string to the top

to hang it on display.
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Craft Two: “Kindness Kit”

You will need:
e Paper bags
e Stickers/decorations
e Markers/crayons

e String or ribbon (optional)

e Small treats and tokens (snacks, stickers, band-aids,

socks, etc.)

e Construction paper/cardstock

e Scissors
e C(Captions/verses
Procedure:

1. Decorate the outside of the paper bag with stickers,
designs, and messages.

2. Create a card or caption to go with the bag, describing
the items inside and why they are there.

3. Collect “comforting” objects such as small treats, snacks,
band-aids, or even socks. Place the items in the bag.

4. Attach extra verses to the bag and string or ribbon for
additional decoration.

5. Give the care kit to someone in need or to someone who

is going through a rough time. Share and spread the

compassion!
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% Ministry-To-Children

Thank you for downloading these free materials. Our team is grateful for

your trust and pray that God will bless your ministry.

This resource was prepared by Kristin Schmidt (pictured right). She

serves at the Epiphany Lutheran Church in Castle Rock, CO. She has
shared her teaching gifts through Ministry-To-Children since 2014 and

now serves as our lead curriculum writer.

Every week she writes new Sunday School lessons, Bible crafts, and children’s sermons.

Kristin has a professional background in elementary and pre-school education. A graduate of Biola University, she
holds a Master of Education and will receive the Master of Theology degree from Concordia University, Irvine,
California, in May 2020. Kristin grew up in southern California and lived the past 10 years in Georgia. She is a long-

distance runner and voracious reader.

My name is Tony Kummer (pictured below). I started Ministry-To-Chidlren.com in 2007 as a free resource for

anyone sharing Jesus with kids. It is my personal honor to share these resources with churches around the world.

Reader donations and your support at The Sunday School Store fund these

free materials. Please keep us in mind when you are choosing your next

children’s ministry curriculum.

If you enjoy our material, be sure to sign-up for my free email newsletter

called “Sunday School Works!” Every Tuesday, | send the latest new lessons,
crafts, and coloring pages in print-friendly format to make your lesson

planning easy.

May God continue to bless your ministry!

Vary Heononer
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