The Widow!s Gift

Sunday School Lesson from Mark 12:38-44

Hpe! xbout! npsf!luibo! kvtul! dzmf g':
Lord, we want to give Him our best. Sometimes this means
monetary tithing, but even more importantly, we offer God

our time and talents, and give Him our love and the love we

share with others. The Bible promises that when we offer

what we have to God, we will be blessed richly in return.

Lesson focus: Thislessonmp p | t ! bu! ui fl'tupsz!pgluif!xjepx!t!nj
being willing to give to God. God values anything and everything we have to offer Him and is always
pleased with our efforts. The lesson also connects to the Old Testament story of Elija h and the

widow, who was willing to give what she had and was blessed by God as a result.
Passage: Mark 12:38-44 (1 Kings 17:8-16 also referenced)
Target Audience: Kindergarten-6" grade

Materials Needed: Construction paper; glue; markers or crayons, tape; scissors; decorative supplies;

yarn/string; aluminum foil; Bibles.
More Teaching Ideas

1 Watch the video of this children! t ! t f andrelated Bible craft ideas

1 Compare our full Widow! t ! Sundafy $chool Lesson
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Group Activities to Introduce the Lesson

Lesson Opening: This lesson discusses the offerings of widows. Consider some coin -based activities

to open with, such as one of the following:

1 How many pennies? Place several pennies (or varied coins) in a jar, and have students guess
how many there are inside. Have a small prize for the closest guesses. Shake the jar to hear

the coins jingle!

1 Penny drop: Allow students to stand back from a small container and gently toss or drop coins

gspn! bcpwflupl!usz! mboejoh!uifn!joup!uif!dzgpggf

1 Collect the offering: if the opportunity is appropriate, train older students to serve as ushers in
di vsdi!tfswjdf-!ps!ibwf! bpeofie take overldulies ouritgy zveuBhip!i f s

1 Coin relay: have students race back and forth across the room, carefully holding one coin at a
time to deposit in a basket or box. Bonus variation: have students carry several coins, but if

any drop, they must return to the start!

9 Npofz!pwfsltuif!zfbstAmppl ! bu! wbsjfelqgsjdf!ubh

i px!npofubsz! wbmvf!lpg!uijoht!njhiu!dibohf-1!cv

Fygmbjo!up!tuvefout! ui bu! up elbazdeats withfferingsmflajdifeveptmw f t
kind, and how God wants every part of us. We want to give back to God, not only out of gratitude to

Him and to help serve Him, but because we recognize all we have comes from and belongs to Him!
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Sunday School Lesson (Mark 12:38-44) The Widow! t ! Hj g u

Bible Lesson:

There are two separate stories you could focus on with this lesson. The main emphasis here is on the
tupsz!pg!uifl!xjepx!t!pggfsjoh!jo!Nbsl ! 23/ ! Beefel
God provides in remarkable ways when we are willing to be wsed by Him. Either one of these could be
used as the primary text for the lesson. Both of these stories lend themselves well to being acted out

by kids or read dramatically. You might also simply read the stories out loud. Choose the preferred

reading method for your group ages and size.

Bt!iflubvhiu-!Kftvt!tbje-!dixXbudi!pvu!gps!uif!
flowing robes and be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 39 and have the most important

seats in the synagogues andthemmb df t ! pg! i pops! bu!cborvfut/ ! 51!
boel gps!b!tipx!nblf!mfohuiz!qgsbzf st /-Makil2:3840! n f

Kftvt! pgufo! xbsofel!ljt!lejtdjgmft!bcpvu! gfpgmf! xi
were many leaders who were focused on making themselves look good, and would say a lot of fancy
words to sound important. But their hearts were not truly set on God. They were more devoted to

themselves than to the Lord.

Ask: Have you ever seen someone who liked to talk about themselves or make themselves look

important? How does it feel when you encounter people like that?

Jesus sat down opposite the place where theofferings were put and watched the crowd putting
their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. 42 But a poor

widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few centsMark 12:41-42

Jesus loved all people, even the ones He disagreed with. As he was watching people, He noticed the
leaders who made a big show of things, and how they put a lot of money in the offering to sound

grand and look important. But Jesus also noticed a poor woman who had very little. Shf | ej eo! u! q
much in the offering, but Jesus knew that what she did offer was precious. He was so impressed, He

called the disciples to make a point.

Ask: Why do you think Jesus cared about this woman? Why should we care about this story?
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Calinghisdigdj gmf t 'up!i jn-1"Kftvt!tbje-!dUsvmz! J!ufm
treasury than all the others. 44 They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in
everything b mm! t i f ! i b-Mdrklp:43d wf ! po/ LJ

Jesus emphasized what this woman gave, because it was all she had. She was willing to give

everything to the Lord. God loves a cheerful giver, and He wants us to give back to Him from what we
have. All that we have comes from Him, and we are blessed when we can give back b Him. This
epftolu!bmxbzt!ibwflup!lcf!npofz/! Xfldbo!dpousjcv
dbo!tfswf!ljn!xjui!pvs!ubmfout-!boe! pvs!ujnf-1bo
thought at the end of the day, but the first and always thought of our lives. He loves us enough to give

us His son, Jesus! We can thank Him by offering our lives to Him.
Ask: How can we give to God? What can we give besides money?

Secondary Story: Explain that we are going to take a look at another story involving a poor widow.
This one takes place in the Old Testament, with the prophet Elijah. God used Elijah to speak His word,

and also used him to help people in need. He once was sent to a widow to help provide her with food.

Thenthewordofthelpse! dbnf !t up!ijn; ! :1VdzHp! bu! podf !l up! [
tubz!uifsf/!1J!libwflejsfdufelb! xjepx!uifsflup!
When he came to the town gate, a widow was there gathering sticks. He called to her andked,

dzXpvme! zpv!csjoh! nflb!mjuumf! xbufs!jo!l!b!kbsl!t

dbmmfe-!dBoel!l csjoh!nf-Igmfbtf-!b!lqjfdf!pg!csf

23! dBt!'tvsfmz!bt!uif! Mpse! zpvs! Hpleohlyg hanfdful ofLJ! t i
flour in a jar and a little olive oil in a jug. | am gathering a few sticks to take home and make a

meal for myself and my son, that we may eatltb oe! e f / LJ

24" Fmj kbi!tbjelup!ifs-!ldzEpo!u!cf!bgsbje/! Hp!i
loaf of bread for me from what you have and bring it to me, and then make something for yourself

boe! zpvs!tpo/ ! 25! Gps!uijt!ljt!xibuluif! Mpse-1u
up and the jug of oil will not run dry until the daytheMipse! t f oet ! sbj o! po! ui f!

15 She went away and did as Elijah had told her. So there was food every day for Elijah and for
the woman and her family. 16 For the jar of flour was not used up and the jug of oil did not run

dry, in keeping with the word ofthe Lord spoken by Elijah-1 Kings 17:816
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Xi bu!/ibggfofelifsf@ Jo!uijt!tupsz-!"Fmjkbi!btlTfel
that she was the one who would be provided for! God sent Elijah to a widow who had very little. In

fact, she only had enough food to make a final meal, and she was ready to give up on life completely!
Cvu!tiflusvtufe! Hpe!t! xpse-!tqgpl foluispvhi!Fmjkb
meager portions. What did God do as a result? He took care of ler! The widow discovered there was
bo!ddigpmmL) po!i fs!tvgqgqmjft-!boel!tif!ofwfs!sbo! p
she had, and God blessed her for it.

Ui fltbnf!dbo!cf!tbjelgps!vt/ ! Pg!dpvstnhdourllunchpok! epf
sandwich every day or live in poverty in order to serve God. But we trust that HE will provide for us.

We can give to God out of what we have, whatever it might be. God is pleased with whatever efforts

and offerings we sincerely place before Him. He will bless us as a result. This might not always look

mjl flxflel!fyqfdu-!boeldbol!l!cf!dpogvtjoh!)bt!uif! x

front and center in our intentions will never go wrong!

Close with prayer, thanking God for His blessings and asking Him to help as we give back to Him all

of who we are and what we have.
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And he called his disciples to him and said to them, “Truly, | say to you, this
poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the offering
box. For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty

has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.” Mark 12:43-44 ESV


https://ministry-to-children.com/
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Sunday School Crafts

Craft: This lesson considers how we present our first fruits to the Lord and serve Him with all of what

we have and who we are. Several simple crafts can celebrate this principle, such as the following:
9 Dsfbuf! bl ddpjo!qgvstfLIlIqgbgfs!fowfmpqgf!up!sfdbm
1 Make a coin bank using an old container re-decorated for money collection.
1 Make a collage using aluminum foil, words, and pictures to consider ways we can give to God.

1 Use coins (real or copied) to make a decorated sign reminding children to give back to the
Lord.

God wants all of who we are. Giving Him our first offerings is about more than money. We should use

our time, talents, and all of who we are to the Lord. In return, God promises to bless us and provide

for us. He has already given us great things with His grace and salvation through Jesus. These crafts
remind children of the importance of giving. A homemade coin purse is meant to save monetary
pggfsjoht/ ! B! dizijoz!pggfsj oht LI-mobetaty fvayd tivat we givedgop j m!
God.

Bible VersesorCraft Db quj pot ! u p(M@ll@:8g-4d)f s Al

Boel!lifldbmmfel!ijtlejtdjgmft!lup!ijn!boeltbjelup!u
than all those who are contributing to the offering box. 44 For they all contributed out of their

abundance, but she out of her poverty has putindvs zui j oh! ti f! i be- !-NMankmh2:43i f !
44

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion,

for God loves a cheerful giver-2 Corinthians 9:7
God loves a cheerful giver!

Hj wf ! u.pllthdtyeu Rave!

All things belong to the Lord!

J!hjwflup! HpeAnpsfluibo! kvtu! uif! dZTijoz!tuvgglL)
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Craft one: d3ave it up Coin PurselLJ

You will need:
9 Stickers or decorations
I Scissors

1 String or ribbon

1 Markers and/or crayons
1 Construction paper or cardstock
Procedure:

1. Measure your paper to find a solid equal fitting for an envelope shape, with a flat-topped

triangle on one side.
2. Gpme! gbsu! pgltui flgbgfs!vqg!up! kpjo!uiflusjbohm
3. Hole punch the sides of the paper, and string yarn or ribbon through the holes.
4. Add extra decorations or verses as desired.
5. Fold the top down and cut a small slit to tuck it into.

6. Use the container to carry or store coins and offerings!
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