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 The Most Important Piece… 
“Body of Christ” Children’s Sermon 

from 1 Corinthians 12:12-31  

The Most Important Piece…       

Children’s Message on the Body of Christ  

Main Objective: Children need to understand the 

importance of their place in the body of Christ. It takes a 

group of individuals with unique talents and abilities to contribute God’s work in the church. This 

lesson uses a jigsaw puzzle to illustrate how all “pieces” (and people) are significant. Just as a puzzle 

needs all of the pieces to complete a picture, the body of Christ needs all members to carry out its 

purpose. Even kids can and should be part of ministry!  

Law/Gospel Theme: We sometimes get the idea that we need to do enough or be good enough to 

matter in God’s kingdom. If we lack skill in some area or don’t feel as knowledgeable about theology, 

we might think we don’t matter as much in the life of the church. However, this passage reminds us 

that we all have important roles to play in the body of Christ. It is the Lord who equips and enables us 

to use our gifts for His service.  

Optional Materials: Jigsaw puzzle (any size) 

Bible Passage: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 

More Teaching Ideas: 

• Watch the video demonstration of this children’s sermon 

• Compare our full 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 Sunday School Lesson 

• See all our latest Sermons for Kids 

Message Note: As with most messages, the details of how you choose to communicate this are 

adaptable and should cater to timing as well as to your audience and student needs.  

  

https://ministry-to-children.com/
https://ministry-to-children.com/author/kristins/
https://youtu.be/TDLgbqPHwAk
https://ministry-to-children.com/body-of-christ-lesson/
https://ministry-to-children.com/curriculum/lesson-plans/childrens-sermons/
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Children’s Sermon (1 Corinthians 12:12-31) The Most Important Piece  

Greet children and display a jigsaw puzzle.   

Hello, children of God!  

I want to show you something. What do I have here? (Hold up several puzzle pieces). Yes, these are 

pieces of a puzzle. Now, which of these pieces is the most important one? Is it one of the corner 

pieces? Maybe an edge? Or is it this colorful piece? Well, the truth is, we need all of these pieces. 

They all work together to make up the picture (hold up box to demonstrate final picture). If I was 

missing any of these pieces, I wouldn’t have a complete puzzle. They all fit together and work 

together to show the final image. They are all essential.  

This sort of reminds me of our bodies. We have so many parts that make up our bodies. We have 

hands and feet, legs and arms, heart and brain and other internal organs. All of these things are 

important. You might not think something like a pinky toe is that significant, but if something 

happened to yours, you sure would notice! We need all of our body parts, and they all work together 

for our bodies to function properly and move and do what we want them to do.  

You know, that reminds me of something that Paul talked about in the New Testament. He described 

the church as a body. The church is the body of Christ, and it exists to do His work on Earth. All of us 

have jobs to do that help in the church community. Some people might teach or preach, and others 

might sing or play music, or read Scripture, or serve snacks or vacuum! All of these things are 

significant. It takes people with all kinds of gifts who work together as a team to carry out God’s 

plans. Everyone has a part to play. No one is less important because of what they do or don’t do.  

In fact, you have a job, too! And the things you do for church now are different from what you might 

do someday as an adult. God has an important plan to use you as part of His body. Maybe your job 

now is listening in Sunday school or being a good friend to others. That’s still important! You are a 

piece in that puzzle. Your role is essential to the big picture. All you have to do now is be open to 

whatever God might have for you. Recognize that we work together and fit together as a church. We 

make it all come together!  

Let’s pray and thank God for the parts we play in His work…  

https://ministry-to-children.com/
https://ministry-to-children.com/author/kristins/


 
Copyright © Ministry-To-Children.com – Permission granted for any non-profit use. Written by Kristin Schmidt . 

Scripture from ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles 

Prayer:   

(Have kids repeat each line)  

Dear God, 

Thank you for making us unique and special 

Please help us recognize and use our gifts 

Help us to work together as your body 

And help one another to do your will 

Thank you for your love 

We love you, God! 

In Jesus name, Amen!  

Bible Verses/story to Reference: 

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, 

so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and 

all were made to drink of one Spirit. 14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot 

should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the 

body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it 

any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole 

body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, 

each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are 

many parts, yet one body. 

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of 

you.” 22 On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and on those parts 

of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated 

with greater modesty, 24 which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, 

giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25 that there may be no division in the body, but that the members 

may have the same care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, 

all rejoice together. 27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28 And God has appointed 

in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, 

administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work 

miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But earnestly desire 

the higher gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way. -1 Corinthians 12:12-31 

https://ministry-to-children.com/
https://ministry-to-children.com/author/kristins/


 
Copyright © Ministry-To-Children.com – Permission granted for any non-profit use. Written by Kristin Schmidt . 

Scripture from ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles 

 

Thank you for downloading these free materials. Our team is grateful 

for your trust and pray that God will bless your ministry. 

This resource was prepared by Kristin Schmidt (pictured right). She 

serves at the Epiphany Lutheran Church in Castle Rock, CO. She has 

shared her teaching gifts through Ministry-To-Children since 2014 and 

now serves as our lead curriculum writer. 

Every week she writes new Sunday School lessons, Bible crafts, and children’s sermons.   

Kristin has a professional background in elementary and pre-school education. A graduate of Biola University, 

she holds a Master of Education and will receive the Master of Theology degree from Concordia University, 

Irvine, California, in May 2020. Kristin grew up in southern California and lived the past 10 years in Georgia. She 

is a long-distance runner and voracious reader. 

My name is Tony Kummer (pictured below). I started Ministry-To-Chidlren.com in 2007 as a free resource for 

anyone sharing Jesus with kids. It is my personal honor to share these resources with churches around the 

world.  

Reader donations and your support at The Sunday School Store fund 

these free materials. Please keep us in mind when you are choosing your 

next children’s ministry curriculum. 

If you enjoy our material, be sure to sign-up for my free email newsletter 

called “Sunday School Works!” Every Tuesday, I send the latest new 

lessons, crafts, and coloring pages in print-friendly format to make your 

lesson planning easy. 

May God continue to bless your ministry! 

 

https://ministry-to-children.com/
https://ministry-to-children.com/author/kristins/
https://ministry-to-children.com/author/kristins/
https://sundayschool.works/sunday-school-lessons/
https://ministry-to-children.com/curriculum/activities/crafts/
https://ministry-to-children.com/curriculum/lesson-plans/childrens-sermons/
https://ministry-to-children.com/support-this-ministry/
https://sundayschool.store/
https://sundayschool.works/subscribe/

	Children’s Sermon (1 Corinthians 12:12-31) The Most Important Piece

